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EDITORIAL 
Bel l o  stran gers ! Yes , it 's been a l on g  time , 
but I ' d l ike to wel come you to No . 9 in all 
its ragin g gl or y .  I ' d l ike t o  t hank the l on g  
suffering and pati ent subscribers for the ir 
l oyal t y  to this publ icat ion . 
The deepening recession has been causin g 
problems all arqund and I must say in defen ­
ce of the l at e  appearan ce of this issue that 
pa yment of mortgage, service bil l s  and food 
bil l s  has had to come before the product­
ion of QsM. Al l the EM magazines are produ ­
ced by indi vidual s in t he ir own t ime and 
usual l y  at some expense to their own pocket. 
Not surprising then that with ga inful empl oy 
ment diffi cul t to hol d on to that things 
l ike the product ion of this kind of journ al 
are sl owed down . 

For the l ast 6 or so issues i t ' s  become 
evident that QsM is more than a re gi onal 
journal . Infact, l ocal l y  researched material 
has not been forthcoming and though there 
are one or two items in the fi l ing cabinet, 
this is now refl ected in the content of this 
issue. In the autumn of this year your edi t ­
or , in persu it of that gainful empl oyment , 
is contempl atin g  a move to SE Asi a. The pl an 
is to continue to publ ish QsM from that l oc­
ation .  We 'll cont inue to run arti cl es from 
researchers in Britain and the West. As wel l  
a s  t his, we ' l l  b e  l ookin g l ocal l y  a t  the 
rel at ionship that tradi t i onal cul tur�ha ve 
wi th the l and, l i ving magical traditi ons 
of great antiqu i t y and sacred sites and 
stru ctures . Already we ha ve made contact 
with members of the UPF parapsychol ogical 
research unit in Jakart a who have promised 
to put us in touch with a tribe of practis­
ing ma gi ci ans l i ving in isol ation in the 
volcanic mount ains of Western Ja va . This 
promises to be an exci:.ing step down the 
Quicksilver Tra il and we hope you wi l l  
join us. 

2 

Don ' t  an yone bother to ra ise the point that 
East ern syst ems have l imi ted rel evance to 
Western consciousness . Remember the new 
conceptual framework t hat was established by 
drawing paralel l s  between European geomancy 
and Feng Shui. 
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THE 

ROBERT ANTON WILSON INTERVIEW 

PART 2 
Os�: In the manipulation of your own con­
sc�ousness you've used L. S. D. And on one �ccas�an you �aw what appeared to be a prev­
�ous �carnat�an of yourself as the Grand Master 
of the Bavarian Illuminati. Would you like to 
comment an this experience, Mr. Wilson? 

R.A. w.: Not the Grand Master, a Grand Master -
I don't have delusions of grandeur, often. This 
was not a singe L. S. D. trip. This came up several 
times with L. S. D. and the reason it got into the 
book ('Cosmic Trigger') was that it also came out 
under hypnosis. I've been hypnotically regressed 
to past lives twice. That is to say I've been �ypnotised and things came out that the hypnotist :nterpreted as m�ories of past lives. I'm agnost­
�c about such th�gs. I'm not quite sure of where 
they come from or what they mean. But this char­
acter • • • •  he was in my mind before the hypnotist 
pulled him out because he had come through on 
L. S.D. trips also. His name was Bans Zenzer and 
he lived in Bavaria and died in Vienna in 1812. 
I have no idea if this was a real person or some­
thing my unconscious mind cooked up. But it was 
a ve�y interesting experience all round getting 
deta�ls of Zenzer's life. If my unconscious did 
it, it shows as most writers suspect, that the 
unconscious is very creative and can fill in 
all kinds of details. People often say that 
certain details can't be the unconscious because 
the unconscious is too crude to do mathematics. 
But my experience is that the unconscious is 
tremendously sophisticated. So I don't put 

"m y e xper ien ce 
is t h at t he 
uncon s c i ou s  
is t r emendu os l y  
s oph ist icated " 

anything beyond the power of the unconscious. If 
you want to know what I really think about Bans 
Zenzer it's that I'm very eager to go to Vienna 
and see if I can find any evidence of him. I'd 
like to look. I'm not convinced yet - not having 
found any evidence. 

QsM: If you found that he did exist would you 
then think that you had been incarnated as that 
personality before? 

�: I would look for more evidence to see 
how many of my memories could be checked out. I 
could have just got the name out of some histor­
ical work that I forgot reading. It could be 
something I read many years ago in which the 
name Zeuzer appeared and, who knows he may even 
have been connected with the Illuminati in some­
thing I read many years ago. 

QsM: Also, connected with the L. S. D. , certain 
people continue to blame Dr. Leary and his ad­
vocation of the use of L. S. D. for the numerous 
blown minds that there are about. What do you say 
to those who blame Dr. Leary? 

R.A.W.: That's a hard one. I think, properly 
used, L.S.D. is a very powerful and beneficial 
instrument for various types of psychotherapy 
and things that go beyond psychotherapy - for 
consciousness alterations of all sorts. The 
underground L.S.D. culture I always regarded 
with suspician. I always felt it was very unsafe 
for untrained, naive people to be fooling around 
with, and not to know what they were fooling 
around with. Now, if you look over the records 
of the '60's, you'll find Leary said different 
things at different times. Originally his posit­
ion was that scientific research with L. S. D. 
should not be prohibited and should be continued. 
When the government closed down L. S. D. research 
in the U. S., and there was no more for any scien­
tist who wanted to do research with it. Leary. 
like a typical Irishman, took a more extreme 
position and started saying that everyone had 
the right to experiment with it. I think that 
was kind of dumb. Actually, Timothy will tell 
you that himself today that that was kind of 
dumb. But that's what he said at the time. All 
I can say is that we've all done dumb things in 
the past. 

QsM: You've seen Dr. Leary 's imprisonment as 
part of a •kill the heretic syndrome•. Do you 
think that John Lennon was also victim of the 
same pattern? 
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" I n  Re ichian ps ychol og y t he emot i onal pl a gue is t hat form o f  
anx iet y t hat causes pe ople t o  b e  a fr a id o f  an y a ppear an ce o f  
cre at i v i t y, s pont ane it y o r  t he l ife f or ce t hat hasn't been 
hemmed in by t he rest r i ct i on s  of cult ure . "  

R.A.W.: Only in the most general sense. In the 
sense that Wilhelm Reich talks about the emotion­
al plague. In Reichian psychology the emotional 
plague is that form of anxiety that causes people 
to be afraid of any appearance of creativity, 

spontaneity ozthe life force that hasn't been 
hemmed in by the restrictions of the culture. The 
organised emotional plague is Reich's term for 
all the institutions that try to stamp out heresy, 

inovatian, creativity and free living in general, 
• • •  free life styles. There's also the individual 
emotional plague where you get an individual 
character who takes it upon himself to be the 
enforcer. I would say that Leary was the victim 
of the organised emotional plague within the u.s. 
·government, and Lennon was the victim of a lone 
ding bat who decided to become a personal enforcer. 

QsM: You once wrote that women have a graeter 
sense of reality because they take on more bio­
chemical imprints than men on account of child­
birth, and that this is shown in their ability 
to smile more easily than men. First, could you 
explain the c0ncept of the bio-chmical imprint, 
and second, would you agree that the women's 
movement has been having the effect of turning 
these smiles into scowles lately? 

R.A.W.: The imprint concept was created either by 
Canrad Lorenz or Nicholas Tinberg and I forget 
which. They both got the Nobel Prize for their 
work on imprinting. The imprint is a type of 
conditioning that doesn't need repeating. In 
normal conditioning you have to repeat the cond­
itioning over and over again until the animal 
gets conditioned. An imprint is an event that 
happens once and it makes a permanent impression 
on the nervous system. Lorenz and T inberg assumed 
there were points of imprint vunerabilty. Timothy 
Leary has generalised their theory to the idea 
that there are four points of imprint vunera­
bility in the human being: birth, at which you 
take your first imprint- your mother or the 
doctor or whoever you see first gives you your 
first imprint of the universe as a whole and 
whether you feel it's a loving, gentle, happy 
place or it's a cold, terrifying place. The 
second imprint begins with crawling when you 
begin to feel your own power and that developes 
the emotional/territorial circuits and that 
creates what we normally call the ego: a weak 
ego or a strong ego. And the third is when lang­
uage is learned and you imprint the human reality 
tunnel as distinct from that of the other mamals. 
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When you're on the first two imprints you're 
pretty much indistinguishable from the other 
mammals.With language you became specifically 
human. The fourth imprint occurs around pubety 
when the first mating experience , or the first 
orgasm , or the clc:sest tl1ing to a mating exper­
ience or an orgasm that occurs depending on the 
envirament and the local taboos and so on. It 
tends to imprint a sexual personality which tends 
to remain pretty constant for life. That's the 
origin of the'black panties'syndrome in Kurt 
Vonegut: whatever turns you on the first time 
tends to go on turning you on - that 's how 
fetishes are imprinted. It's Leary's theory 
that any strong shock creates a new point of 
imprint vunerability beyond the statistical 
four that everybody goes through. I think this 
explains such strange (to those who don't do them) 
such strange pastimes as mountain climbing, big 
game hunting, sports car racing - and jogging. 
I've heard a lot from joggers about their peak 
experiences - anything that puts the organism 
under enough strain creates a potential shock 
effect when new bio -chemicals are released by 
the brain and you can take a new imprint. And 
that is Leary's theory and that' s why he was so 
fascinated by L.S.D. research in the '60's, that 
L.S.D. puts the organism under sufficient stress 
that a new imprint is made. There was a lot of 
interesting research before it was all stopped 
by law showing that dramatic changes in person­
ality and imprints can indeed b._ changed by 
L.S.D. In this connection the L.S.D. burnouts 
are very good negative evidence to show that 
people experimenting with L.S.D., .casually and 
without any knowledge of psychology, or any know­
ledge of the mystical traditions or any knowledge 
of the seriousness of what they're doing, just 
taking L.S.D. for the hell of it, .they can 
imprint just about anything depending on what 
comes into the room at the time they' re tripping. 
Especially people who've been busted by the pol­
ice while they've been on L.S.D. can easily im­
print permanent paranoia. People can imprint all 
sorts of wierd things. The research by the C.I.A. 
in which they gave L.S.D. to people who did.n 't 
know they were being given a mind altering drug 
- they produced fantastic amounts of schizo­
phrenia, paranoia and other mental illnesses, 
just becuase these people were being put under 
the kind of stress they didn't understand. So, 
they imprinted helplessness and delusions of 
perecution. Although, it wasn't exactly a del­
usion that they were being persecuted: actually 
experimenting on people without their knowledge 



"��hen I t a l k  a b out int e l l igence I 'm t a l k i n g  a b out t he 
a b i l it y  t o  r e ce i ve s ignal s . I t h ink t he  more s i gn als 
you can p i ck up, t he more int e l l igent you. real l y  a re." 

or consent is a kind of persecution. The positive 
results obtained by sophisicated therapists using 
L.S.D. are well documented and anybody can find 
the lierature. I think it's unfortunate that all 
that research has been stopped and I hope to see 
the time when the fear of casual experimentation 
by the uninformed has passed and legitimate 
research can begin again. 

As for the second part, I think it's a rather 
complicated question. But I do think that child­
birth has an imprinting effect an the mother as 
well as the child. Also the very early periods 
of infancy have a very strong conditioning effect. 
Women raising infants in traditional societies, 
where the mother does much more than the father, 
have to deal with a lot of non-verbal conunun­
icatian until the child learns to talk. So I 
think that makes women, particularly the ones 
who 've had more thau one child very, what 's 
loosely called 'intuitive'. This loosely named 
'intuition' is chiefly an ability to read non-
verbal signals which they acquire by dealing 
with small infants. So I think child birth and 
close intimate contact with an infant both tend 
to teach women to be more sensitive than men to 
a lot of nuances. I think artists are more sens­
itive than most men because they've bad a diff­
erent kind of imprinting. I think I'm more 
sensitive than most men, I suppose every artist 
thinks that, but I'm constantly amazed at things 
my wife notices that I don't notice. And I think 
that has a lot to do with child rearing. I think 
the more men get involved in child rearing the 
more intelligent they'll became - using intellig­
ence in the broadest sense to include sensitivity. 

When I talk about intelligence I'm talking 
about an ability tl> receive signals. I.Q. is 
just an ability to manipulate signals, that's 
only one part of intelligence. I think the 
more signals you can pick up, the more intell­
igent you really are. So someone who really 
knows animals has the type of intelligence 
that the average city dweller doesn't hnve. 

And somebody who deals with small children 
has the �ype of intelligence that a nuclear 
physicist may not have. There are many differ­
ent types of intelligence. So when I'm talking 
about intelligence I'm interested in developing 
sensitivity to more and more types of signals 
over a wider and wider range. I think women 
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are very sensitive to vast areas that most 
men totally ignore, especially business men and a 
certain type of scientist who's so wrapped up in 
his own subject that be never gets his nose out 
of it. I think it's fantastic that you can meet 
really brilliant people who, when it comes to 
human problems, they're not quite as bright as a 
four ol d because their brilliance is all in one 
area of sy•bol manipultion. So when I talk about 
intelligence I don't mean manipulating symbols 
I mean receiving more and more information from 
the envirament. That includes what is loosely 
called 'extra-sensory perception' and intuition 
which I think are just higher tuning of the 
nervous system. 

As for women's liberation creating scC1'tllles, I 
think every revolutionary movement attracts two 
opposite types. Bernard Shaw pointed this out in 
the preface to 'Androles and the Lion'. It 
attracts the types who can see beyond the present 
system and are therefor, you could say too good 
for the present system. They can see greater 
possibilities for humanity and a new better 
system. And it also attracts the opposite: those 
who aren't good enough to fit into the present 
system. Those who are so nuerotic, so twisted, 
so paranoid, that they can't fit into any system. 
So they jump onto any revolutionary bandwagon. 
And women 's 1 iberat ion is 1 ike that , but so is 
every other revolutionary movement. Shaw pictured 
in 'Androcles and the Lion' the early Christians 
that way. As a group of turned on visionaries 
who could see a better future, mixed up with a 

. bunch of unbalanced, deranged individuals who 
couldn't cope with l ife as it was. I think that's 
true of every inovative, revolutionary movement. 

QsM: en the inside cover of' Illuminati Papers', 
there's a little slogan that says •death to all 
fanatics! • Do you think that movements like the 
Born Again Christians, Muslim Fundamentalists, 
Zionists pose a great danger to the world. 
Particularly since we have a Born Again man in 
the White House and a Monetarist fanatic in Down­
ing Street ? 

R.A.W.: You forgot Ian Paisley. Hey! The last I 
beard of him he was advocating the bombing of 
every city in Southern Ireland- which makes me 
uptight as I'm living here. But he's not the only 
one, I just happened to think of him when y·ou 
were talking about that type. Yeah, I think 



" I  agree w i t h  H.R. Ment k in who s a id t hat r e l g i on is 
one o f  t he gre atest fe rme nt or s  of hat r e d  t hHt the 
wor l d  has e ve r  see n . " 

religioas fanaticism is one of the most dangerous 
things in tile world. I agree with H.R. Mentkin 
who said that •religion is the greatest fer.menter 
of hatred that the world has ever seen•. Muslim 
fanatics particularly worry me right now because 
there are so many of them. Islam is growing 
rapidly. Their birth rate is booming. They're all 
over Russia too. I don't know what the Russians 
are going to do about it. But if things continue as 
they are now Islam is going to take over Soviet 
Russia just through sheer population increase. 
Fortunately, Islam contains the Sufi's who are 
a very enlightened, turned on, decent gang of 
people. But it is also full of raving maniacs and 
I don 't just mean Kolmeni. It's so fashionable to 
dump on Kolmeni these days just because he's a 
conspicuous case. Islam is full of mad mullahs 
of all sorts- just like fundamentalist Christian­
ity. I think they're both very dangerous forces. 
And I think one of things in my books that most 
people seem not to get is this. They get one 
aspect or another, but to me what I'm doing all 
the time, over and over again, is trying to 
undermine certitude. I think certitude is very 
dangerous. 

QsM: What do you mean by that exactly? 

R.A.W.: The absolute conviction that you 're 
right. Zn the first place if you have certitude 
you don't have to listen, you don't have to look, 
you don't have to investigate. So, in the first 
place even if it doesn 't do any more harm it's 
making you stupid because people who stop listen­
ing, looking and investigating become stupider 
all the time. But beyond personal stupidy it also 
leads to a great deal of fanaticism. But I have 
noticed that since the French Revolution religion 
has not been the only breeder of this kind of 
pestilence. Politics has been doing a pretty good 
job in the last 2oo hundred years of producing 
the same types of fanaticism. You found it in 
Fascism, Naziism. You find it again and again in 
various types of Marxism. I'm still looking to 
see a type of Merxism that's not crazy. Theoret­
ically it seems possible. I've read'Das Kapital' 
and it seems to me that one could have a quite 
sane Marxist system. I don't know why every Marx­
ist system turns out to be another gang of fanat­
ics. I wish someone would explain that to me. 

QsM: Do you still hold the view that we're 
living on the planet of the Apes a�d that 'Star 
Treck' has more to teach us about the future than 
the New York Review of Books? 

R.A.W.: Well, that 'planet of the Apes' line is 
one of the many, many things I picked up from 
somebody else. I was watching television at a 
friends house and there was a Chekov play on. zn 
one scene there's these aristocrats sitting 
around saying, •wnat do these peasants really 
want?• Of course none of them knew a damn thing 
about the peasants or what the peasants want. And 
somebody spoke up and said, •Gee! This reminds me 
of 'Planet of the Apes'. I had written in 
'Illuminatus!' that•mankind is the statutory ape • 
even before Desmond Morris defind us as the 'Naked 
Ape'. And that guy saying that Chekov reminded 
him of 'The Planet of the Apes', I started think­
ing more and more about how many primate habits 
I see around me every day in human relationships. 
So I've got more and more interested in ethology 
and socio-biology and similar sciences. 

In the first place I am an evolutionist and not 
a creationist. I do think we are related to the 
apes. In the second place, I think most people 
spend most of their time on the first two circ­
uits of the nervous system, the bio -survival 
circuit and the emotional-terretorial circuit. 
And on those two circuits we're entirely simil­
ar to all the other mammals. It's only when the 
higher circuits go into operation that the spec­
ifically human characteristics appear. So I def­
initely think we 're living on 'The Planet of the 
Apes'. And that what keeps me hopeful is that 
more and more people are learning to become 
more and more human and less and less ape-like. 
To me Ronald Reagan and kindred intellects on 
the opposite side in Russia do remind me very 
much of primate squabbles. The primates throw 
faeces at each other and the politicians throw 
excremental rhetoric at each other- but it's 
basically the same process. The primates mark 
their terretories with excretians and the pol­
iticians mark them with pen and ink on a map. 
But it's the same type of squabble you see 
amongst chimpanzees with the same yelling and 
howling and breast beating and all the usual 
primate reactions. I find it hilarious • • •  I'd 
be able to laugh more if it weren't killing so 
many people. 

"What I 'm do;ng al l t h  t · d ( · • e �me , over an o ve r , �n 
my b ooks ) is t r y in g  t o  underm i ne cer t it ude . "  
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"We have t o  r e c ogn ise t hat a l ar ge part o f  the human 
r ace is g o in g  to be u nempl o ye d  • • • • • • • •  f i r s t  of a l l  
t he y've g o t  t o  be g i ve n  e n ou gh mone y t o  surv ive . "  

QsM: Somewhere in your writing you make the 
disinction between the old'work ethic'and the 
•won-�sthetic'. First could you differebtiate 
between the two, and secondly, could you say how 
you see the work�sthetic developing in the fut­
ure in the light of the new technology? 

R.A.W.: Well, in the first place I see work as 
being a natural function of human beings. We 
need a certain amount of activity of some sort 
or another. We need to fill up our time. In that 
connection one of the most brilliant things 
Timothy Leary ever said, and one his less publ­
icised insights (it's in his first book 'The 
Interpersonal Diagnosis of Personality'), is 
that the chief function of emotion is to keep 
life from being boring. It's very interesting to 
analyse people's emotional reactions to'how much 
is this just an attempt to stave off boredom?'. 
If you get yourself good and worried at least 
you 're not bored. If you 're angry at somebody, 
at least you're not bored and so on. We need 
something to pass the time. People have always 
looked for work of some kind or another. You 
find aristocrats, the ones who just drink and 
gamble seem rather empty and unhappy people 
actually, although they don't know what they're 
missing. You find a lot of aristocrats, despite 
the fact ·that they've inherited wealth, develope 
some great passionate interest in something and 
they write tremendous long works like 'The Gold­
en Bough' by Frazer. Or, they spend their whole 
life classifying the different kinds of butter­
flies in their part of England. They find some­
thing to keep themselves interested. This I 
think is perfectly natural. The work ethic grew 
up under Protestantism for various social reasons 
that have been analysed at length by Weber and 
Tawney and various others. And it's gotton to be 

compulsive in the modern world. The idea that if 
you're not conspicuously busy there's soemthing 
wrong with you. Whereas a lot of creativity 
takes place when people seem to be loafing. 

The part of the work ethic that I find dang­
erous is that we are entering an age when more 
and more people are going to be unemployed. I 
don't think governments can solve the problem 
of unemployment. I find it amusing that in the 
u.s. and here in Ireland and from what I read 
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of English newspapers, in England too and I 
presume throughout the rest of the world, polit­
icians of all parties are always promising that 
they are going to create more jobs and lambasting 
the opposition party because of unemployment. I 
don't think any party can create enough jobs to 
keep every body employed because the tendancy of 
technology, even before computors, the tendancy 
has been for a long time as Bucky Fuller says, 

-to do more and more with less and less•. Now 
that's practically a definition of technology: 
doing more and more with less and less. As mach­
inery of all types get more and more efficient­
and it's accelerating now due to micro process­
ors, as every kind of contraption gets more and 
more efficient there is less and less of the 
traditional kind of work for human beings. I 
think we 're always going to have an unemployment 
problem from now on. So we 're going to have to 
have an answer for it • I think a big part of 
the answer is first of all getting over the idea 
that unemployment is a disgrace and a sign of 
personal failure. We have to recognise that a 
large part of the human race is going to be 
unemployed and then to educate them to • • • • •  
• • •  first of all they've got to be given enough 
money to survive. We don't want most of the 
human race starving off because in the first 
place that's inhuman and cruel. And in the second 
place it'll probably lead to bloody revolutions 
everywhere so it want work. We've got to learn 
to distribute money in a different way than to 
the traditional wages system. This can involve 
something like the old Social Credit plan of 
Major Douglas in the '30's or Bucky Fuller's 
idea of the synergetic economy with a guaran­
teed annual wage. Milton Friedman's negative 
income tax. There's got to be some way of dist­
ributing money without the infamy of the tradit­
ional dole system, accepting that a certain 
percentage and a growing percentage is going 
to be unemployed. Then they should be given 
credits, extra money, to persuade them to go 
to university and educate themselves to find 
something to do. I don't think there should 
be any trailer on this that they should find 
something useful to do because that's going to 
get harder and harder to find something that's 
clearly proven to be useful. Just educate them 
so that they will find something amusing to do. 
Look at what aristocracies have created in the 
past. Most of human culture has been created by 
aristocracies. I think if everybody was encour­
aged to get more and more education and was not 
under compulsion to prove that what they're 



"A great de al of human val ue has c ome out o f  doubt . I f  
people never d oubted we ' d  st i l l  b e  l iv i n g  i n  t he ca v e s, 
probably." 

doing is useful, out of entertaining themselves, 
they would produce tremendous amounts of know­
ledge and culture of all sorts. If somebody 
wants to spend his life, like my example of a 
few minutes ago, my hypothetical aristocrat cat­
alogueing all the butterflies in his part of the 
England, if some ex-worker spends his life catal­
ogueing all the insects in his neighborhood that 
would be a contribution to the science of • • • • •  my 
God! • • •  I've forgotten it's name • • •  ethnography is 
people • • •  it's entomology, the science of entom­
ology. If people just spent their time repairing 
their boats and building better boats, one out 
of a hundred of them would come up with an im­
provement that would be useful to navigation all 
over the world. If some people just spent their 
time reading Chaucer we'd get a few more intell­
igent volumes of commentary on Chaucer out of it 
eventually and so on. I think we 're going to 
have to accept that we can't find obviously, 
palpably useful work for most people. So we've 
got to assume that what ever they're doing a 
certain amount of it will be beneficial socially. 
People can't spend all their time looking at the 
telly, smoking dope and performing sexual acro­
batics, they get bored after a while. They've 
got to have something else to do . So educate 
them for more cerebral occupations. 

QsM: •Evolution is made by mutants who have 
doubt, hope and charity. Those three and the 
greatest of them is doubt• - your essay in Future 
Worlds. Would you like to comment on that state­
ment? 

R.A.W.: Well, that was a witticism. At least I 
hope it was. The point is that I have such a 
dread of fanaticism and certitude that I tend 
to look on faith as a very dubious virtue 
indeed, so I put in doubt: In the first place, 
doubt is a virtue just as faith is. A great deal 
of human value has come out of doubt. If people 
never doubted we'd still be living in the caves, 
probably. Doubt is one of the tools of an int­
elligent mind. Of course I was over stating it 
there for the purpose of emphasis because I do 
worry so much about fanatics. I do think that 
faith is a virtue too. I have a dialectical app­
roach. ;·think you need a certain amount of faith 
and a certain amount of doubt. Now what was the 
question again I think I only answered part of 
it? 

QsM: [repeats question] 
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R.A.W.: Oh Yeah, that part about mutants. 
I think there's neurological mutation as well as 
genetic mutation. And I think that evel}body who's 
made a big and important contribution to human 
culture was a neurological mutant. Lately, in the 
field of parapsychology they've discovered that of 
people with extrasensory perception a nigh 
percentage of them had truamatic experiences 
in childhood. Electrical shock seems very common. 
Blows on the head also. A lot of people exper­
ienced something like E.S.P. after being hit 
on the head very hard and knocked out. I think 
Peter Hirkos first developed his powers after 
first falling off a wall. Nicolo Tesla, one of 
the greatest inventors who ever lived - he had 
so many patents that just listing them takes up 
pages, Tesla went through something in his early 
adolescence- a very mysterious illness in which 
he almost died and hallucinated quite a bit: it 
sounds like the initiation of any shaman. I 
think that if we had all the records we'd 
find that Beethoven and Shakespeare went 
through experiences very similar to these psych­
ics, in the sudden electrical shock that knocked 
them over. 

QsM: You've become involved in the cryonics 
movement in San Francisco - to get involved in 
a movement like that one would have to have a 
lot of hope for the future. Could you explain 
what cryonics is about and what your involvement 
is? 

R.A.W.: Well, the cryonics movement has 2 asp­
ects. The first aspect is cryonics itself. 
Cryonics is a technique of freezing which brings 
things down to such a low temperature that they 
remain molecularly unchanged for literally 
billions of years. A lot of people have arranged 
to have their bodies cryanically suspended at 
death based on the hypothesis that in billions of 
years, if the human race survives it all, future 
science will have a way of reviving them. I 
think that's a pretty good bet if the human 
race survives it all, such a development is 
inevitable, presuming that they do get preserved 
there's always the possibility of earthquakes 
and such things damaging the facilities in which 
they 're being preserved. So it's a gamble. 

What interests me even more is that the cryonic 
societies are not just interested in cryonics. 
They started out with cryonics but they are int­
erested in all techniques of life extension. 



"!' •t t m q u �  e sure hat t he human l i fe s pan i s  g o in g  t o  
b e  d o�b�e d  and t r ipled i n  t he ne ar fut u r e  • • • • • •  t he re's 
a de f�n �te cl ock, a b iol og�cal cl ock, t hat causes us 
to a ge . "  

When I first heard about that type of research 
it seemed very interesting to me but a long 
time in the future. When I first heard about it 
I felt like Arthur C. Clarke who said,• Oh yeah, 
we '11 have life extension near the end of the 
21st century'! But the pace of research has been 
moving so rapidly that things I wrote about ten 
year.s ago now seem conservative. There's a Dr. 
Silverstein in New York who's the head of the 
department of research at City University in 
New York. He predicts that we 're going to have 
life extension before this decade is over, before 
1990. Ln my wildest moments I think I've pre­
dicted it before the year 2000. I think that 
when the head of the department says before 
1990 we're really making progress. Because there's 
a general rule: if you want to know when a scien� 
tific breakthrough is coming you get the opinions 
of all the bright young graduate students and you 
add 20 ye. s onto that. Then you get the opinion 
of the head of department and you subtract 20 
years from that and those two figures will be 
pretty close to each other and that's when the 
breakthrough will come. Well in this case the 
head of department is actually saying it's 
coming in ten years so you can 't subtract 20 
years from that/ I don't know how soon it's coming 
and he may be a radically unusual man to be head 
of department, but there has been enough break­
throughs in terms of 1 ife extension and animal 
experiments. There has been enough life extens­
ion in the human race itself in the last 200 
years that I'm quite sure that the human life 
span is going to be doubled and tripled in the 
near future. I just don't know how soon. 

It does interest me a lot. I'd like to live 
through it. I think it would be fascinating to 
live for a couple of hundred years and learn 
everything that you haven 't learned yet and 
travel a lot more and see this whole planet 
live in one of O'Niell's space cities. And � 
figure that by the time I'm about 150 I might 
begin to figure the universe out a little. 

QsM: What sort of technology would be involved 
in this, pills? 

R.A.W.: There are several different approaches 
to life extension. Pills are definitely part of 
it. There's a jerovatol tbat's widely used in 
Germany and Rumania and I believe it's becoming 
more popular throughout Europe. But it doesn't 
lead to the kind of breakthrough I 'm talking 
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about, but it does definitely seem to lead to 
some longevity. There are aroWJd 1 S major app­
roaches right now depending on where they think 
the ageing factor is. There's a definite clock, a 
biological clock, that causes us to age. The 
chemical factors are becoming more and more 
understood. There have been several experiments 
where they have doubled the life span of rats 
by putting them on a very restricted diet. 
Unfortunately thet experiment was not totally 
successful because the rats, although they lived 
twice as long, they shrunk in size and they 
started going into convulsions towards the 
end- which is not exactly the results I'm 
looking for I But the fact that the experiment 
worked as well as it did showed that they're on 
the right track. It's undoubtedly somewhere in 
the brain- there are peptied triggered mech­
anisms that cause ageing. The interesting thing 
is that once we find out what causes ageing we 
can not only stop it but reverse it. So it's 
thinkable that in 30 years from now instead 
of being 30 years older I might not only be 
the same age as I am now, I might actually be 
30 years younger than I am now. It's possible 
that in 2010 instead of being 80 I' 11 be 20 
again. I think that's a really charming thought 
and it would be a lot of fun. I hope that the 
next time I 'm 20 I wont be as dumb as I was the 
first time round, especially about sex and 
women. I hope I'll be a little more sophist­
icated the next time round. Oh, I'll have more 
experience by then I 

OsM: And finally, if you were going to drop 
dead tomorrow is there anything yorJ.•d like to 
get on the tape? 

�· : Wait a minute. Turn it off! After a 
question like that I need to think for a moment! 

• • • • • •  There are many things I could say it's 
hard to figure out which • • • • •  Is that thing 
switched on? • • • •  

Yeah, well I would say I think the Siberian 
pipeline is the most important thing happening 
right now. Because as countries get bound 
together by common economic interests rather 
by economic competition the probability of war 



"On w it h  t he p ipe l ine , on wit h t he Wor ld Ener gy Gr id 
and t he n  we ' l l ha ve a chance for peace , a good cha nce. " 

R.A. W.: decreases. It wouldn't profit anybody 
to blow up the other end of their pipeline. I 
think an even more important project is the 
World Energy Grid as Buckminster Fuller has 
designed. And if that grid were to be put into 
operation the u.s., China and Russia would be 
the chief beneficiaries at first but it could be 
extended into Europe and down into Africa too. 
But if the U.S. , China and Russia were all using 
this World Energy Grid of Fuller's they would 
all have to co-operate. It would make absolutely 
no sense for anyone of them to blow up the other 
end of the grid. So I hope the pipeline goes 
through despite the stupid opposition in 
Washington. And I hope that when Reagan has 
gone back to his well earned rest on his ranch, 
the U. S. has a president intelligent enough to 
get interested in Fuller's energy grid. Because 
President Trudeau of Canada is already in 
favour of it and a Russian scientific comm­
ittee has declared that they consider it 
feasable and so it has a good chance of going 
into operation if the blockage in the u.s. 
were to be removed. 

So on with the pipeline, 
on with the World Energy Grid and then we have 
a chance for peace, a good chance. 

QsM: Thank you very much Robert Anton Wilson. 

PATRIARCH'S CORNER. 
? Z? ?? ? ? Z 2 ? 7 ;; 7 Z 

As a response to the almost total license 
that's been given to the mad matriach's in 
both the liberal and radical press we've 
decided to institute this new section in the 
magazine so as to help to redress the balance. 
We have watched with dismay as an excess of 
male apology has piled up in the media. We 
make no such apologogies here, and believe that 
any real equality will not come out of vicious 
mindless accusations and masocistic confessions 
We have found the bending of earth mysteries 
research to fit and further ideological pers­
pectives unfortunate and distateful. We wel­
come contributions and observation for this 
section. 

for a start try this from 'The Hazards of 
Being Male: Surviving the Myth of Masculine 
Privilege' by Herb Goldberg, Signet, 1976. 
•There is a myth that the male is cultur­

ally favoured - a notion that is clung to 

despite the fact that every critical statist­

ic in the area of longevity, disease, crime, 

accidents, childhood emotional disorders, 

alcoholism and drug addiction shows a 

disproportionately higher male rate.• 

Look forward to hearing from you! 
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CELEBRATING DEATH 
- A Trad i t i on Worth Resusci t a t ing -

b y  Chris Ashton . 

In 1 974 a young man I ' d  grown up w i th died of c ancer. He was 2 5  when his 
body final ly succumbed to a w i ther i ng away that l e ft him l ook ing l ike an 
image of Auschwi tz. He fought h i s  i l lness for two years during which time 
he ' d  suffered treatments of excruc i ating pain , put on two inches in height 
as a resu l t  of a course of steroids , and , when he was fee ling wel l  enough , 
bopped ti l l  he dropped at parties. He went down rapi dly in the month before 
he died. And the last time I saw him death was we l l  into him : he was 
unconsc ious , h i s  body groaned w i th each breath and his face was a hol low ,  
yel l ow ,  sunken mask w i th h i s  teeth s t i ck ing out. When i t  was al l over and 
there was only the c orpse l e ft i t  wasn ' t  so shocking. 

The funeral was in a church , c l e an and decent. That night we had a party , 
the l ike of which I ' ve not s een or even heard of since. I t  involved the 
consumption of a great deal of alcohol , non-s top dancing and at one point 
two men were str ipped naked , dragged into the street in the dri zzle and had 
beer chucked al l over them. What d i d  i t  al l mean? 

We ' d  al l grown up w i th the dec e ased and were al l in our early to m i d-twenties. 
We hadn ' t real ly di scussed the i dea of having a party after the funeral. 
There was j ust a general fee l ing that we should whoop it up. And we did , and 
the effect i t  had on my frame of m i nd for several weeks afterwards was to 
bring about an acute realisati on of the fragi l i ty of life , and the fac t that 
every day coul d indeed be the last one. The party was a cel ebration of l i fe 
in the face of death. 

Some time l ater I became aware of the tradi tion of j ol l i ty at wakes whi ch was 
w i despread throughout Europe. And i t  occurred to me that thi s  response to 
the experience of death or bereavement is a more natural and a more heal thy 
one than the modern tradi tion of repressed morbidity and sadness that has 
been foisted upon Western c i vi l i zat ion by the Christ i an Church. 

A tradition of exaggerated l amentati on had a plac e  in s everal of the cul tures 
that made up the mix of the Mediterranean area in the ancient wor l d. One of 
these was in anc i ent Greece where , as a paral l e l  trad i t i on at funeral s , 
feasts were he l d  and compet i tions taken part in. These compe ti tions were 
often of an athletic  nature. Now these apparently contradictory tradi ti ons -
the wailing of r i tualised l amentati on and the feas ting and athletics - could 
be found being prac tised in Ire l and into the 20th century. Women were hired ,  
and one trave l l er to Irel and i n  the last century not i c e d  that their " s imulate d 
howlngs increased not.tEBbly after they had been given a l arge glass of whisky". 
However , the church found this behaviour " unchristian" and var ious synods 
passed statutes against i t. There i s  a fairly recent inc i dent that took place 
at the turn of the century in South Kerry in wh i ch it is recorded that three 
female mourners were whipped into s i l ence by a parish pries t  as they rode in 
the cart w i th the coffin towards the churchyard. On arriving at the grave 
s i de the mourners began to prac tice the ir trade once again only to be savage ly 
attacked by the priest and his horsewhip a second time. And that was the l ast 
time that the tradi tion was prac t i sed in that particular parish (1). 

The traditional wake , in whi ch there was singing and danc ing , game playing , 
feas ting and drinking to excess , was celebrated right throughout Europe and 
there are records of sim i l ar cus toms amongs t certain Red Indians and South 
Sea Islanders (1) . And I dare say that i f  one troubled to look , they woul d 
be found to be far more wi despread. The records from Ireland show that wakes 
were so popul ar that hos ts were sometimes thrown i nto deb t after catering for 
them. Games , pranks of al l descriptions and storyte l l ing can be found 
pertaining to the Irish cus toms. Two of my favouri te observations involve a 
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prankster sewing the coat-tai l s  of an unsuspec ting guest to the shroud of the 
corpse and another in wh i ch the corpse was dragged out of bed to be danced 
around the room (1). There i s  even a case from Scotl and where the dancing 
became so enthusias t i c  that the corpse ac tual ly tumb led out of i ts bed as the 
floor boards bounced. The accounts of the many di fferent kinds of games that 
were played at wakes involve athl e t i c s  and k i s s ing games. In Germany and 
Scandinavia , courtsh ip and l ove-making were normal features of o l d  t ime waking 
and in I re l and there were frequently long gaps in ' Postman ' s  Knock ' type games 
as the couples who were supposed to be k i ss ing outs ide the door di sappeared 
for extended peri ods. I t  i s  as i f  the occasion of death prompted the greater 
awareness of l i fe and i ts continui ty. 

The complexity of the church ' s  strategem was such that it spent a cons i derable 
amount of time and energy in putting both the practice of wak ing and l ament ing 
into di srepute. Documents covering hundreds of years w i tness the persistence 
with wh i ch the church attacked the se trad i t i ons (1). An episcopal synod, he ld 
in London during Edward I I I ' s  re ign , approve d a s tatute which had the intent ion 
of "putting an end to the mi sbehavi our wh i ch took place when peop l e  assemb l e d  
t o  wake the dead before bur i al . . .  anybody who disobeys the regul ation wi ll  b e  
excommuni cated" (1). N o t  much s i gn of Chr i s t i an char i ty there you may think. 
In Ire l and records cover four centuries of repre s s i on w i th one example being 
as recent as 1 927 (the Synod of Maynooth). The Synod of Amargh , 1 614, 
dec l ared that any priest who had dealings w i th wakes would be deprived of 
the ir pari shes. I often wonder whi ch Chr i s t i an teach ing such dec l arations 
are based on. 

Lamenting the dead and wak ing the dead appear , at a first gl ance , to be 
contradic tory and oppos i te. However ,  they were in fac t intrins i c  parts of 
funerary custom and ,  j udging from the continued campaign against them , they 
were discontinued w i th great reluctance. Within the ir soc i al context part of 
their value woul d be in uni t ing the community in a common emotion. In this 
case , the value of the hired l amenters coul d be in the catharti c e ffect their 
howl ing and black costumes aroused - rather s im i l ar to that of watching a 
tragedy. For many rural commun i t i e s  thi s  may have been one of the few t imes 
in the year when a tragic e xperience coul d be fe l t  wi thout a r i sk of loss 
through personal involvement. Young people l ooked forward more to wake 
parties than to wedding parti e s. The wake seems to have been the w i l der 
event by far. The courtship e l ement had a prom i nent place in the wake games. 
Games l ike ' Postman ' s  Knock ' coul d be use d  as a test s i tuation for couples to 
get to know each other. 

The customs whi ch took place on an indivi dual l eve l had their para l l e l  on a 
grander , mythi cal leve l. Professor D. A. B inchy , in an arti cle  about the Fair 
of Tai l tiu and the Feast of Tara , sai d "From several statements in the Laws 
it is c lear that the King of every tribe was bound to convene an ' oenach ' 
( fair). The s i te of thi s  fai r  was normal ly an anc i ent bur i al ground : indeed 
the tradition refl ected in many poems and s agas that the ' oenach ' originated 
in the funeral games hel d  for k ings ' heroes may have a kernel of truth " (2). 
In commenting on thi s  Sean O ' Sui l l eabhain sai d , " I t  woul d not be rash to see 
a bas i c  connectmn between these funeral games i n  both Ire l and and Greece on 
the one hand , and the amusements c arr i e d  on i n  humbl e  wake houses in Ire l and 
and elsewhere on the other. The games at a wake , as wel l  as keening , are 
descended from the same ul timate source as the game of l amentation" (1). 

There are several exampl e s  of the annual dancing upon the bur i al mounds of the 
dead. In anci ent Greece , where fami lies coul d afford i t ,  annual commemorative 
games were he ld at the graves of important or weal thy peop l e  (3). There are 
examples in Bri tain too. At Hove , in Sussex , annual dancing took place at a 
(Bronze Age) burial mound unt i l  i t  was destroyed in 1857. The interesting 
thing about the Hove mound and celebrati ons i s  that they l i nk the indivi dual 
w i th the mythical. The dancing always took place on Good Fri day whi ch , in 
Chri s t i an terms, can be seen as a wake for the death of J esus Chr i s t. In 
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terms of pagan trad i tions i t  can be seen as part of the Spring Fes tivals or 
Carnivals that have been , and continue to be , prac t i sed throughout Europe . 
The bas i c  func tion of these Spring Festivals was a ferti l i ty r i te in which 
the l i fe force was aroused or awoken through sympathe tic magic ( 4 ) . 

One game trad i tional ly played at Irish wakes went under the fol l owing names : 
' Prey Boys ' ,  ' Jack Dowdal l ' , ' The Horse Fair ' or ' Kiss  in the Ring ' . At Hove 
the tradi t i onal Good Fri day game was called ' Kiss  in the Ring ' . The only 
records that I have found about the Hove game involve the reci t ing of a rhyme 
and some sort of danc ing . Going on the name i t ' s  reasonable to assume that 
it would have involved a ring dance and kiss ing . The I r i sh wake game of the 
same name had exactly the se 3 features . 

The connec t i on be tween the Irish country hear th s i de and the annual Sussex 
rustic trad i tion appears qui te b i z arre at firs t , espec ially when viewed from 
the perspective of a mind soc i al ised by rational materi al i sm comb ined wi th 
Christian dogma . However , the two sal ient common feature s  that l ink them are 
death and ferti l i ty .  In one sense these are oppos i tes but , in another ,  they 
are not . New b irth fol l ows death . In the song ' Coming in from the Cold ' , 
Bob Marley wrote , "When one door i s  c lose d , Don ' t you know many , many more i s  
open" . The cover i l lus tration of the album that thi s  song appears o n  shows a 
man r i s ing up out of the earth and in the background the sun i s  r i s ing .  The 
name of the album is ' Upri s ing ' . I t ' s  interesting how the mythi ca l  permeates 
popular cul ture and in Marley ' s case he was a deeply rel igious man - a 
Ras tafar i an . The tradi tional wake , the spontaneous wake and the annual 
danc ing on bur i al mounds can al l be seen as a r i tual enac tment of the truth 
that Bob Marley sang about "When one door i s  c losed another one is opened" . 

One of the quest ions that thi s  prel iminary s tudy has thrown up i s  why shou l d  
the church seek t o  stamp out these practices wherever i t  went? The answer to 
much of the church ' s  evangel is ing can be found in a dangerous mixture of 
ignorance and a lust for power and control . As far as many trad i t i onal 
cul tures around the worl d ,  who had the m i s fortune to come into contac t wi th 
thi s  force dur ing the coloni zation adventures of the Europeans , are concerned , 
i ts combination wi th rampant greed and sundry other negative emotions spe l l e d  
the ir destruc tion .  In thi s  neo-Christian soc i e ty death has become a taboo 
subj ect . It i s  not to be talked about . I t ' s  e xperience d  as some thing s i lent 
and lonely . The men in b l ack , or the men o f  the c loth as they pre fer to be 
cal led , spent centur i e s  focus ing soc i al and emot i onal activi ty in to the 
church in an operation to gain the hearts and minds of the people . 

On the continent of Europe many local fes t ival s are s t i l l  prac tised with 
energy and enthus iasm . The Roman Cathol i c  Rhine region of mi d-Germany goes 
through a mora l i ty warp for about a week every spring to ce l ebrate Karneva l . 
In Bri tain , many local fes tival s are s t i l l  practised and more are being 
rediscovered . I f  festivals are worth anything , they mus t be from the l and and 
the people (unl ike the Brighton Carnival I saw l ast summer which was bas ical ly 
a parade of vehicles advertis ing a var i e ty of bus inesses - that event must 
qu�l i fy as one of the incarnations of the whore of Baby l on ) . The wake i s  a 
cus tom that is worth reviving at a cruc ial t ime o f  s tress in one ' s  l i fe ;  i t  
c an serve as a good way o f  re leasing an d  harmoni s ing s trong emotion . 

(1 ) IRISH WAKE AMUSEMENTS :  Sean O ' Sui l leabhain :  MERCIER , Cork , 1 961 
(2) ERIU : XX I I I : 24 :  D . A .  Binchl ey : Dub l in 
(3 ) GREEK BURIAL CUSTOMS : Kurtz & Boreman : Thames & Hudson , 1 971 
(4 ) QUICKSILVER MESSENGER Nos . 3 and 6 
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SUN BEA R SPEA KS !  

By our tradi t i onal cul tures correspon de�t . 

T he j ux t a p os it i on o f  d i fferent cu l t ures i s  a fa ir l y  comm on s ight in the cosmo­
pol ian c it ie s  o f  t he w or l d  and t he y  s peak vol umes o f  hist or y .  At a c ommunit y 
fest i va l  in Ste pne y ,  L ondon , I remember see in g a cluster o f  Ind ian w omen dressed 
in c ol our ful sar is stand ing in t he evening s hadows o f  a t owe r b l ock l isten ing t o  
a n  A fr ican per cuss ian b a n d  w h i l e  a grou p  o f  shaven headed you t h s  ( one o r  t w o  o f  
t hem pup ils o f  m ine , a ct u al l y )  k icked a foot b a l l  a b out . I t  s t ru ck me t hat t hough 
t hese charact e r s  wer e  l i ving in t he same vil l a ge t he y  we re , in t he words o f  a 
much l oved s on g , "s o near yet s o  far awa y" . T he appear a n ce o f  a Red Indian med­
icine man g i v in g  a sem inar in a T ibet an Bud hist Temple s omewhe r e  beh ind t he 
shunt in g yard s  o f  K in gs Cr o s s  St at i on d id n ot s t r ike me in t he s ame wa y .  T hough 
t he t r a ck s  t hat made u p  t h is cul t u r a l  cr os s r oads were from far awa y , in s p i r i t  
t he y  were n e a r  • 

Sun Bear , wear in g beads and a b i g  s ort o f  e r , cowboy hat , is n ot a new age t w i t . 
He was born on a reser vat i on and spent h i s  first 20 yea r s  l i v i n g  fr om t he l and 
in t he t ra d it i onal Ind ian wa y .  He s t a r t e d  to get work in films and on T V , you 
ma y ha ve seen him in ' B onanza ' .  He d id quite wel l  at get t in g  b it parts and 
c l a ims t hat he got more work t han ot her wa l k  on a ct ors a s  he bet ter f it t ed the 
image o f  "ugl y injun " .  A man who can e n j o y  a j oke on h imse l f and a man who once 
s pent 7 m ont hs in pr ison he d oesn ' t  mix his met phors and his l anguage is a s  d own 
t o  earth as his me ssage . T r y t h is for a q uot e : " I  get t ired o f  peopl e who go 
ar ound break in g w ind and sme l l ing it . "  ( ! ) . F r om what he says he ' s  a m an who 
has s pent h is l i fe l i ving on his wit s and cl ose t o  his own cul t u r a l  t ra d i t ions . 
He has been an a d v isor and init iat or of s e veral emp l o yment p r o j e ct s  for Ind ians 
and isa representat i ve o f  a l i ving trad it ional cult ure . 

Howe ver h is be l ie fs a b out t he future are n owhe re as near as reassu r in g  as he h im ­
sel f is . Ha ving t ra ined a s  a med i c ine m a n  w it h  h i s  uncl e s  h e  had a v i s ionar y 
e x per ien ce which t oget he r  w i t h  his inhe r ited t r ibal m yt h s  form his b e l i e f  
system in wh ich t he apocal ypse t ak e s  a cent r a l  p l ace . T he t r ibal m yt h  s t a t es t ha t  
5 year s a fter Mount St . He l e n  e r r u pt s , Mount R a in ier w i l l  b l ow u p  a n d  "sweep t he 
l and clear t o  t he ocean " .  F u r t hermore , t he 1 990 ' s  are said t o  be t he t ime o f  
" great clean s i n g  for t he e a r t h  m ot her " in t he s ame s e t  o f  m yt h s . A t  t hat t ime , 
it is sa id t hat % o f  t he e art h ' s  popu a l t i on w i l l  d i e  from a comb inat i on o f  
natural d isaste r s , fam ine a n d  war . He see s c it ies a s  unnat ural p l a ce s  and 
bel ie ves t hat a fter t h is t ime o f  " cl e an s ing " t here will be a mass i ve decentr a l ­
isat i on o f  t he popual t i on w i t h  t he l ar gest t owns be ing o f  n o  more t han 1 o , ooo 
inhabit ants . 

Moving t o  a mor�os it i ve n ot e , Sun Bear bel ie ves t hat it ' s  most n e ce ssar y for 
man to deve l ope a new s p ir itual r e a l t i on s h i p  w i t h  t he e a r t h  w h i ch w i l l  b r i n g  into 
play t he qual it ies o f  l ove and sen s it i v it y t hat t r adit i on al cul t ures have for t he 
e arth . Ha v in g  v i s it e d  s ome o f  t he import ant centres o f  e ar t h  awarene s s  in Br i t a in 
-St one he n ge and Gl ast onbur y - he concludes t hat the people who wer e  in vol ved at 
t he se pl a ce s  had t he same k ind o f  sens it i vit y as t he nat i ve Red I n d ians . He 
r e cogn ises t he m  as p ower ful pl ace s  and in 1 98 3  hel d  a one d a y  seminar at 
Glastonbur y .  

One o f  t he pur p oses o f  his t r ip t o  Europe was t o  make c ont act w it h  peopl e wor k in g  

in t he s ame f iel d . T hese wer e  e c ol og ists , especial l y  t he German Green s , a n d  

pagan s . H e  h a s  set u p  a t r ibal b a s e  in Wash ingt on S t a t e  as a surv ival base a n d  

in v it e s c onta c t s  a n d  v is it or s . 

Bear Tribe WA 99209 , USA . 



NUMBERS OF REVALATION ! 
A View Over J ohn Michel l ' s  "ANCIENT METROLOGY" 

by Anthony Roberts 

June 1 981  was a general ly dreary month , but it s uddenly bri ghtened when John 
Michel l l aunched h i s  tenth book upon the wor l d .  It was as important a work 
as Thorn ' s  "MEGAL ITHIC S ITES IN BRITA IN" but i t  has s uffered an interestingly 
sinister fate. I ts superbly condensed wi t ,  wisdom and knowledge has been 
re l egated to a cur i ous obl ivion i n  the wor l ds of esoter i c  and exote r i c  
ant i quar i an research. Except for one bri e f ,  ignoran tly d i smissive review in 
an American j ournal that shoul d have known better , thi s  deceptive ly " smal l "  
masterpiece has been disgrac e ful ly ignore d  i n  the two years s ince i ts inception. 
No Bri t i sh magazine or j ourna l , s traight or esoter i c , has even mentioned i t ! 
I t  i s  thi s  wri ter ' s  second favouri te of al l John ' s  works , first being the 
inspiringly incandescent " CITY OF REVELATION". In fact " ANCIENT METROLOGY" 
further re fines (and proves ) the mystical canonical Poetry , the " theoretical 
ari thmet i c "  of Thomas Taylor , expl ored and eluc i dated in the ear l ier book. 
Mention of Taylor makes i t  worthwh i l e  saying that any neo-pl atonist wi l l  warm 
to thi s  inci s ively e legant expos i ti on of the o l d  universal cosmology for John 
Michel l  is not j ust a serious wri ter and researcher , he is a great wri ter and 
researcher in the Taylor tradi t ion.� His work i s  a brightly burning beacon in 
the current dismal was te l and o f  Engl i sh letters. Every sub j e c t  he touches , he 
i l luminates with h i s  vis i on and ,  in thi s  book , he makes " cosmic math"  l ive w i th 
a vibrant accessib i l i ty that helps l aunch the reader on a vast consci ousness 
expanding j ourney spanning m icrocosm and macrocosm , j oining Empyre i on and 
Stoiche i a  in a grand harmony. 

As anyone but the most empty headed archaeolog i s t  and s c i en t i s t  knows , the real 
underlying uni ty that bound together all the great cul tures of Anti qu i ty was 
the fading memory of the formal ly universal ly recognised Cosm i c  Canon. The 
Canon was once seen as b inding together and giving a morphologi cal dynamic to 
the whol e  Structure of Creation. Thi s  canonical alchemy springs from geometry 
into mathematics and then fi l ters into semantics through the magi cal ly 
energi s ing power of phi lology and i ts phonet i c  appl ication. The powerful magic 
found in word struc ture (etymol ogy) and the corresponding phonetic usage i s  
amply i l lus trated by the opening words of St. John ' s gospel " In the beginning 
was the Word". Indeed in the e ar thly beginning the Word of God made Being 
man i fest , but under the Word was the gematr i a ; the original creative dynami c  of 
the geome tric/mathematical Canon. Words were thus prefigured in the first 
mathemati cal real i ty of existence. 2 Thi s  canonical ly encompassing uni fication 
system i s  geode s i c a l ly keyed into the original topographi c al dimens ions of the 
ear th and ,  l ater , into al l the sacred geomantic monuments , giving them the ir 
grace , maj esty and power. Th is power has a generatively endless ab i l i ty to 
strike chords of recognis ing wonder in the hearts and sou� of the perc ipient 
human race. It i s  the power contained in the patterns and rhythms of that 
Great Arch i tect of the Universe ' s  format i vely creative p l an made mani fest 
through the Divine Wi l l  into the experience of ful ly real i sed Being. 

"ANCIENT METROLOGY" quanti fies the above phi losophy w i th exact proofs and 
defini tions. I t  proves that a " Gol den Age " civi l i zation once mapped ,  measured 
and we ighed the earth ( and celestial dimens i ons ) in the dim m i s ts of the 
pre-Magdaleni an epoch. By first minute ly examining anc i ent geodesy , John 
Miche l l  shows how anc i ent metrology deve loped from known geode s i c  figures 
(measures) into ratioed frac tions of the p l anetary dimensions. Various cul tures 
inheri ted th i s  knowledge and founded the ir key sacred temples (cul tural 
omphal l i) upon these measurements , to be repos i tories of a l l  thi s  poetical ly 
appl ied " s c i ence ". Examples such as the Great Pyram i d ,  the Par thenon , 
Solomon ' s  Temp l e , the Palenque Pyrami d  and our own Stonehenge al l incorporate 
the geode s i c/metrologi cal/ astronomical canon into the i r  s i tings and dimens ions 
crystal l i sed w i thin the geometr i c  s tructures. They uti l i se certain cons tants 



of a mean ratio that ranges through the key uni ts of anc i ent metrol ogy . 
Throughout h i s  book , John M i che l l  dwe l l s  upon the canoni cal connecte dness of 
such cruc i al (and w i de spread) measures as the Engl i sh foot , the Greek foot , 
the Roman foot , the Egypti an sacred foot and i ts deve lopment the " royal cub i t" , 
the Jewish sacred foot and cub i t  and the Chinese "pu" . Some bri e f  research in 
the 1 959 e d i t i on of the " ENCYCLOPAEDIA BRITANNICA "  by the present wri ter has 
uncovered some rel evant corroborat i on here . The famous Egypt i an royal cub i t  
or sacred cub i t , so besought by S i r  I saac Newton , i s  measured into the Great 
Pyram i d  and J ohn give s  i ts ' defi n i t i on as 2 . 9854491 fee t . Th i s  figure , 
mul tipl i e d  by ten m i l l i on ( for reasons ful ly given i n  the book) , produces a 
figure for the pol ar radius of the ear th of 3 , 949 . 7142 m i l e s . The mos t 
contemporary e s timate o f  the polar radius i s  3 , 949 . 89 m i l e s ! In the 
"BRITANN I CA"  the royal cub i t  is described as be ing present in the pyram i d  of 
Snefru (3rd dynas ty) and also in Babyl on i an sacre d bui l dings , in Jewish holy 
struc tures ,  in Bri t i sh s tone c ircl e s  and in New Mexico (USA) , ranging down 
into Central Ameri ca . I ts ' ub i qu i ty i s  calmly noted by the stai d correl ator 
of standard "BRITANN I CA"  knowledge as being qui te acceptable as a universal 
cons tant . 

In "ANCIENT METROLOGY" , the author weaves a cunning s c i enti fi c  web that leads 
gently , but firmly , towards the primacy of the " Engl i sh uni ts "  of metrology 
among the mysti cal ly s tandardised , but cul tural ly divergent , measurements of 
Antiqu i ty . Thi s  is best i l lustrated here in his own words . 

" The exi stence of a bas i cal ly duodec imal sys tem of numeration behind the 
ancient canon of measurements and geodesy i s , of course , only apparent in 
terms of the appropri ate uni ts of measure . Thes e  are found to be the 
Engl i sh uni ts of the same values as use d  today . Unl ike the others , whi ch 
re l ate to the two di fferent degrees of l a t i tude and vary in l ength 
accordingly , the Engl i sh un i ts do not appe ar  to be l ati tudinal but to have 
constant l engths , provi ding a fixed s tandard by whi ch the duode cimal aspec ts 
of the others are reveal e d . Evi dently , they have a di fferent origin from 
the other uni ts , and the appearance i s  that they were conceived as 
longi tudinal uni ts to represent fractions of the equator . In the d i agram s  
o f  tradi t i onal astronomy , a s  described b y  Theon of Smyrna , the movement o f  
the sunr i se point throughout the year was figured a s  a circle  divi ded into 
365� parts . These parts were put into four s l i ghtly uneven groups 
according to the vari ous number of days in whi ch the sun travel s  between 
the sol s t i ce s  and the equinox . According to Needham , thi s  method of 
divi ding a c i rc l e  i nto 365� degress was appl i e d  i n  archai c China to the 
circle of the equator . In that case , taking the length of the e quator to 
be 131 , 490 , 000 ft . or 24 , 903 . 4  m i le s , each of the 365� degrees of 
equatori al l ongi tude c ontains 360 , 000 Engl i sh fee t , each m inute 6 , 000 ft . 
and each second 1 00 ft . 

Thi s  figure of 131 , 490 , 000 ft . for the measure round the equator exceeds 
by less than a m i l e  the modern e s timate given in the Smi thson i an tables as 
131 , 485 , 680 ft . From i ts very accurate re lationship w i th the equatori al 
diameter , of whi ch the formerly accepted l ength i s  deduced in the fol l owing 
section , there seems l i ttle  doubt that 131 , 490 , 000 ft . was inde e d  the ol d 
establ i shed measure of the e quator , thus maki ng p lain the geodet i c  
sign i fi c ance of the Engl i sh foot . "  

The e s tab l i shing of the primacy of the foot shows the overal l  c o-ordinating 
regular i ty of the " Engl i sh metrology "  in the o l d  canon ical s chema . When 
l ooked at in thi s  l ight it can be seen how the extreme anti qui ty of the 
preh i s tori c  monuments of Bri tain , whi ch (as noted) al l contain the sacred 
measurements regulated by the mys t i c  foot , becomes of paramount importance .  
New dating techn i ques in archaeology have shown how the Bri t i sh monuments 
long predate the Egyptian , e tc . , and show what a focal point of " Go l den Age " 
cul ture Northern Europe was , w i th "Albion"  as the brightest j ewel in thi s  
earthly crown . B l ake s a i d  " al l  things begin and end a t  Albion ' s  anc i ent 
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Dru i d  rocky shore " . The omphal l i  of Alb i on are directly inheri te d  
representations of " Gol den Age " technological mys t i c i sm . Thi s  finds i ts 
latest frui tion in the perfe c t ly arranged dimensions of S tonehenge . 

Because archaeologi s ts have been so host i l e  to " techn ical readings " of 
Stonehenge ' s  mys ter i e s , it has become v ital that they be properly examine d  
an d  c lari fi e d . Thi s  i s  why John makes h i s  new s tudy o f  S tonehenge the 
" p iece-de-res i s tance"  of thi s  book . Thi s  metrological/c osmol ogical Stonehenge 
de-coding shows how the most cruc i al magi c measurements res i de in the three 
c ircular dimensions containe d  i n  the curving l inte l s  of the stone s ' bas i c  
geode s i c  c ircle . These measurements in and around the l inte l s  are exact 
rat i os of the earth ' s  polar radius , mean radi us , mer i d i an c ircumference , e tc . , 
and the exac tness i s  at leas t to the new standards of our contemporary 
sate l l i te measurements ! The as tronom ical ori entations c omp l iment the geode s i c  
metrology and show Stonehenge a s  the heart of the anc ient s c i ence in Alb ion , 
l ink i ng the s tones to the s tars . I t ' s  the central point of a great geomyth i c  
orrery in the surrounding country s i de whose geoman t ic al ly s te l l ar s i tings al l 
re l ate to the c ircle on the P l ai n  tha t  holds the metr ico/cosmological secrets 
of the " Gods " . 

In the closely argued pages of the Stonehenge section , thi s  book reveals the 
true measure of i ts sub-ti tle , " The Dimens ions of Stonehenge and of the Whole 
Wor l d  as therein Symbol i sed" . The author adm i ts that there are more secrets 
of Stonehenge to be fathomed3 yet he ful ly expounds the weal th of anc i ent 
metrology contained in i ts few ( comparative ly ) weathered grey s tones . The 
fol l owing tab l e  from the book amply sums thi s  up . 

" Summary of dimens ions of Stonehenge l inte l c ir c l e  relat ing to geode t i c  
constants 

The Earth Stonehenge 

Dimens ion length in ft . x mul t ip l e  = product in ft . = geode t i c  constant 

Outer radius 
Mean radius 
Inner radius 

Outer radius 
Mean radius 

52 . 1362275 
50 . 4  
48 . 66048 

52 . 1362275 
50 . 4  

Inner radius 48 . 66048 
Mean c i rcumference 316 . 8  
Wi dth of l inte l 3 . 4757485 

400 , 000 
207 , 360 X 2 
3 , 000 , 000 

7 

20 , 854 , 491 
20 , 901 , 888 
20 , 854 , 491 

2 , 520 , 000 131 , 383 , 296 
207 , 360 X 88 131 , 383 , 296 

7 
2 , 700 , 000 
207 , 360 X 2 
6 , 000 , 000 

131 , 383 , 296 
131 , 383 , 296 

20 , 854 , 491 

polar radi us 
mean radius 
polar radi us 

mer i d i an c ircumference 
meri d i an  c ircumference 

mer i d i an c ircumference 
mer i d i an c ircumference 
pol ar radius" 

In the above table , the geode s i c  derivat i on is marri e d  to the metrological 
app l i cation in a blending harmony that i s  prac t i cal yet intense ly mys tical . 
These measurements are universal but man-perc e i ve d  and man i pulate d . Th i s  
ins tinc tual res i due of " Go l den Age " learning must b e  seen as i nherent in the 
human soul , blossoming through careful use of a metaphy s i cal ly cul tivated 
intui tive logi c . 

According to Charles Hapgood ' s  "MAPS OF ANCIENT SEA K INGS" and John Mi chel l ' s  
own ear l i er books, there are moun tains of evi dence bur i e d  in anc i ent sc ience 
and phi losophy pointing towards a cyc l i c  view of h i story . Once , m i l l en i a  ago , 
an incredible mys t i co/sc i entifi c  c ivi l i zation spanned the globe , drawi ng i ts 
knowledge and inspiration from d ivine recogni sance of the holy canonical God 
pattern . Thi s  myst i cal s c i ence cons t i tutes the bas i s  of al l l ater magi c and 
al chemy w i th the wor l d  of the megal i th i c  geomancers forming the bridging l ink 
in chronologi cal " h i s tory " . In "ANCIENT METROLOGY" , the true bas i s  of the 
canoni cal s c i ence is l a i d  bare . That alone i s  a feat of genius rare in thi s  
impoveri shed age o f  fragmented learning spe c i a l i sation that correlates l i tt l e  
an d  unders tands less . "ANCIENT METROLOGY" has been s tudiously i gnored because 
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the pygm i e s  who make up most of the c urren t an t i quar i an / e soter i c  scene are so 
obsessed w i th narrow i ng the i r  v i s i on that th e book ' s  g i an t  con c epts are 
l i tera l ly beyond the i r  grasp . A new expan s i on of c ons c i ousness i s  c a l l e d  for 
th at c an see books such as th i s  as the l andmarks in human th i nk i ng that they 
re a l ly are . In fac t , there are real ly " two" books here , the book of the fl u i d  
geometr i e s  and maths th at t i e  toge ther ( an d g i ve mean i ng to ) the fun c t i on i ng 
Cosmos , and the book of the i r  refl e c t i ons on the body of the e arth reve a l e d  
through insp i r e d  s tudy o f  geodesy and th e geode t i c  appl i c a t i on i n to sacred 
metro l ogy . Th i s  metro l ogy , i n  i ts prac ti cal app l i c a t i on i nto geomancy an d 
sacred ge ometry , c ry s ta l l i ze s  and proj e c ts the e n l i ghtening God-F i re b urn i ng 
through the Sp i r i t  of humani ty . It b e c omes the b ack i ng " s c ience" to a fu l l  
geomy th i c al read i ng o f  the anc i ent cosm o l ogy . The " two" books are a c tua l l y  
in perfe c t  bal anc e , generous l y  i l l ustrat i ng t h e  m i nd that h a s  b l ended 
( re fl ec te d ) them into one . Th i s  book i s  a true work o f  v i s i onary cosmol ogy ; 
a reda c t i on of a h i gh and anc i ent w i s dom . The c arefu l l y  wrought words sh i ne 
out from the paper l i ke d i amonds on go l d .  The book ( l i ke i ts author ) i s  
worthy of gre at l ove an d  respe c t . 

1 Thomas Tay l or re i terated some profound truths about the canon i c al sys tem 
when he s tate d : "As to the ph i l osophy , by whose as s i s tance th ese my ster i e s  
are deve l ope d , i t  i s  coeval w i th t h e  un i verse i ts e l f ;  and howe ver i ts 
con t i n u i ty may be broken by oppos i ng systems , i t  wi l l  make i ts appearance 
at d i fferent per i ods of t ime , as l ong as the sun sha l l  c onti nue to 
i l l um i nate the wor l d . "  There is reason to be l i eve th at i ts c urrent s l ow 
recogn i s ance hera l ds the beginn i ng of y e t  another cy c l i c  break through . 

2 Words exoter i ca l ly became the exter i or i s at i on of Mani fe s tat i on . Through 
the tona l l y  potent caden c e s  of phi l ol og i c a l  s truc tur i ng the "mag i c a l "  
pr imacy an d e ffi c acy of words cascaded i n to a c orpore al phone t i c  power . 
Words in fac t  became a form of transmuted " c anon i c al mathema t i cs in a c t i on " . 
Th i s  was cemented together by the me d i a t i ng pr i nc i p l e  of gematr i a , the 
inte rchanging interac t i on of wor ds and numbers produc i ng a crea t i ve flux i n  
a perpetua l ly energ i s i ng matr i x ; a " s teady s tate" concept of harmon i cs . 

3 In W i l l i am Sti rl i ng ' s  masterwork " THE CANON " , more Stonehenge metrol ogi cal 
secre t s  are reve a l e d . for ins t an c e , the an l ge s  of i n c l i na t i on of the two 
upper tri l i thons fl ank ing each si d e of the al tar form the s i de s  of a 
penta l pha . Correspon d i ngl y , a pentalpha drawn touc h i ng the tr i l i thons 
wi th i n  a pentagon , w i th the perimeter of 4 1 6� fe et , produce s  s i de s  i n  the 
pental pha of 1 32 x 5 = 660 ft . 660 ft . is 7 , 920 inches wh i ch , incre d i b ly , 
is the number of m i l e s  in the e ar th ' s  d i am e ter . 
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R EV I EWS. 

T he L os t  Tur f Mazes of S hr ops h ire b y  J onat h on Mu l l ar d  : 60p fr om Br ook field , S t irchl e y , 
Tel ford , S hr orsh ire . 1 0  page s , c heques t o  "Earthl ines " 

This essay is a detect ion exer c is e  in t he red is cover y of l os t  mazes in t he count y  o f  
S hr ops hir e . Us ing pl ace n ame clues Mr . Mu l l ar d  s u g g e s t s  t he l ocat i on o f  f i v e  mazes . B y  
us ing h is research s k il l s  a n d  b y  r umaging t hr ough ol d t e x t s  h e  g oes int o  s ome deat ils 
ab out a maze in t he c i t y o f  S hr ews bur y it sel f .  He finds l ik s  w it h  t he s hoemakers 
guild and b y  empl o ying c omparat i ve fol k l or e  he reveals t hat a s im il ar c onne ct ion 
between s h oemakers and a m a ze e x isted in P ol and - t h is might h ave s ome t h in g  t o  do w i t h  
m a ze d a n c i n g  t he l ink be ing t hat phys i cal cont act is m a d e  w i t h  t he s hoe . An interest 
p iece of resear ch . C . le  . 

.,;:;.----

St one henge Complete by Chr ist opher Chippindal e . T hames and Hud s on 1 98 3 . £1 2 . 50 .  
2 9 6  page s , 2 60 illustrat ions s ome col ou r . 

N ot qu ite as complete as t he cover cl a ims but as one man ' s  ver s ion o f  St onehenge it 
st ands as a fa ir l y  t hor ou gh account . And as a g u ide to t h e  most famous o f  Br it ish meg a ­
l it h ic s it e s  it is a wort h y  pu bl i cat ion . I t  h a s  t he u sual h i g h  qual it y Thames a n d  Huds on 
pr odu ct ion and is i l l u s t r at e d  pr ofuse l y  wit h phot ograph s , l ine d r awings , old engr a v ings 
and water col ours in ful l  col our • . The t e x t  is l a id out cronolog ical l y  s t art ing w i t h  
" St one hen ge t o  t he Med ie val e ye "  a n d  wor k ing r i ght u p  t o  contempo r ar y t imes w it h  mat e r ial 
on t he dru ids and h ip s t e r  in vas ions o f  t he st ones at m idsumme r . T he aut hor t ends to hold 
a s ce pt i cal d is t ance fr om his mat er ial part icul a l y in t he chapter on "alt ernat ine 
vis ions " .  

Don ' t  l ook for an y new in format i on or new t he or ies her e  because it s t ands as a r oundup 
o f  e ver yt h in g  that ' s  alread y been s a id abou t  St one hen ge . I t  d oe s n ' t  e x t end our knowledge 
but it l ook s great on t he coffee t able and is pleasan t  t o  b r owse t h r ough . 

S H IN T A IDO 

C . A .  

A New Art o f  Movement and L i fe Express i on b y  H ir o yu k i  Aok i , publ ished b y  
S h in ta id o  of Amer ica , 1 2 0 page s , £8 . 50 +£1 . 00p+p fr om S h in t a i d o  Book Soc . , 
1 8 3 Cr omwe l l  Rd . ,  Houns l ow ,  M iddx . TW3 3 Q r  

F o r  Japan , t he 1 964 Ol ym p i c  game s in T ok yo was m e a n t  t o  b e  a f i n a l  absolut i on fr om t h e  
m il itar i sm wh ich h a d  l ed t o  t he d isaster o f  t he Second Worl d  War . Ne verles s , t he Japanese 
people were il l prepared when a Eur opean capt ured t he Gold Med a l  in Judo , t he modern 
s p or t  which m ore t han an y other exempl i fied bud o , t he anc ient t r ad it ions of t he war r i ors 
way t hat had shape d  t he consc iosnes s  of Japan for a m il l e n ium . 

In response t o  t h is at hl e t ic hum il iat ion , a gr ou p  o f  t al e nted you n g  mar t ial art ists 
banded t oget he r , pledging to redeem Japaese mart ial a r t s  fr om a p h il osophy wh ich , t he y . 
bel ie ved had be t r yaed t hem b y  l os in g  t he e ssence o f  b ud o .  
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But surpr is ingl y t hese you n g  men d id n ot go o f f  t o  devel ope a f ight i n g  form so brutall y 
powe r ful t hat it wou l d  r ip t he mart ial a r t s  cham p ions h i p  out o f  t he hands of t he Western 
usurpers .  Ul t imat e l y t he y  camr t o  bel ie ve t ha t  Jud o , Karate and t he ot her fi ght i n g  
art s  had been t aken over b y  p r a ct ione r s  o f  b r u t e  for ce , a t  a cost t o  t he s p ir i t u al and 
m or al aspect s o f  t he war r iors wa y .  T he y  we re determ ined to d o  somet h in g  about t h is , t o  
cr eate a mart ial form t hat com b ined t he be s t  o f  t he anc int wa ys w i t h  t he real it ies o f  
moder n  l i fe .  

T he leader t h is gr ou p  was one o f  Japan ' s  l ead ing Karate pract i oner s , and t he student o f  
t he teacher w h o  he l ped t o  br ing Karate t o  Japan . Hiroyuk i Aok i h a d  a v is i on o f  t he mart ­
ial ar t s  t hat wen t  be yond m a n y  of his cont emporar ies . He bel ieved t hat Japanese mar t i al 
arts at t he ir best , had st ood in t he a vant -gua r d  o f  t he e x p l or a t i on of human con s c i ous ­
ness . L ike man y of Japan ' s  great warr ior ' s ,  A ok i  had s t ud ied t o  be an ar t i st . He bel ieved 
t hat t here must be e n  inse pe rable conne ct ion bet ween budo and art . L ike great art i s t s , 
b ot h  e astern and we ster n , Japan ' s  Samur a i  had l ived q u i t e  l it e r al l y  on t he cut t ing e d ge 
of real it y .  Their art chal l e n ged t hem t o  st ake t h ier l i ves on t he single s w i n g  o f  a 
swor d . Aok i s ou ght a w a y  t o  r e c om b ine t he mart ial wit h t he a r t i s t i c . 

Aok i and his students spent s pent ye ar s of s t ud y in g  and e x per ime n t i n g  w it h  d i f ferent 
forms o f  mar t ial and med it at i ve ar t s , which t he y  u l t imatel y comb ined into S int a id o ,  
Japanese for "new bod y w a y " . 

S h i t a id o  was an amal gam o f  Karat e , Zen , Kendo and e ve n  incor porated cer t a in astect s of 
Chr ist ian i t y into t he m ix . T he gu id i n g  pr inciple beh ind Shint a ido wa s t ha t  in our modern 
age , with t he de vel opme nt o f  wea p on r y  w i t h fr ightening des t r u ct i ve p ower , deadl y s t r an g ­
leholds a n d  per fect punches mattered l e s s  t han a m i nd at t uned t o  t he dange r s  o f  one ' s  
e n v i r oment . A ft e r al l , e ve n  Br uce Lee could n ot s t op a b u l l e t  with h i s  fist s . 

But wit h t r a in i n g  Aok i bel ie ved t hat st udent s o f  Shint a id o  cou l d  de vel ope "musoken " ,  a 
k ind of s ix t h  sense of t he surr ound ing worl d .  T his he i g ht ened p e r ce pt ion went be yond 
at t a ck and de fcnse but der i ved d ir e ct l y  fr om t he ol d ways of b od o ; t h a  same sword ' s  
edge o f  real it y t o  which t he Samur ia wa y had de voted it sel f .  

I n  its at t empt t o  d e ve l ope "musoke n " ,  Aok i created a pr ogram which , while not combat 
or ien te d , p u s hed t he b od y  u p  to and past t he l im it s  o f  endur ance . In t h is wa y ,  a 
S h int a id o ist m ight cat a put h is consc ios ne ss past t he l im i t s  o f  t he possible and into t he 
realm of h ie ghtene d  per ce p t i on . 

Dur in g t he past 1 5  year s the pract ise of Shint a i d o  has gr own in Japan , and more recent l y  
has come t o  t he We st . T he f ir s t  hal f o f  A ok i ' s  book , which i s  a l a r ge format p aperback , 
is a h is t or y of Shint a id o  which t r a ce s  t he d e ve l o pment o f  m ar t ial a r t s  in Japan . T his 
port ion of t he book is wor t h  t he pr ice al one , because it p r ov ides anal ogies and ins i ghts 
int o t he way o f  t he Japanese warr ior n ot readil y avail able to the West . B y  compar ing 
t he  d e ve l opmen t  o f  Budo , w i t h  t he progr e s s  o f  ar t i n  t he acciden t , Aok i makes a ver y 
t e l l in g  case for Shinta id o  as a u n i ver sal concept . 

T he se cond part o f  t h is b ook is a how -t o manual , w h i ch p r o v ides phot o sequences of t he 
var ious forms of Shint a id o .  T his is more in t he m an ne r  o f  t he con vent ional mart ial -ar t s  
texts , a n d  l ike t hem , c a n  provide onl y a h int o f  what t h i s  new form o f  b od y  movement i s  
i s  l ike in pract i ce . Ne ve r t he l ess , t his book is a t empt ing appet i zer t hat may l ead t he 
reader deeper into t he wor l d  of bud o ,  and per haps , as is t he intent , into t he stud y o f  
Sh int aido o r  one o f  t he  ot her s chool s o f  J a panese mar t ial arts . 

The Magal it h ic Odyssey 

R ichard J .  Rapaport . 

b y  Chr ist ian O ' Br ie n . ( Tu r n s t one Press , 1 98 3 ) .  1 7 6 page s , 
i l ust r t d . wit h maps , d iagrams , p h ot os . £4 . 95 p a perback . 

This
_

is an i�terest ing new b ook on t he more s c ient i fi c  aspe ct s o f  t he megal i t h i c  cul t ure 
and �t cont a �ns two " fr issons " o f  e x c itement which a l t hou gh n ot new will pr ovide quite a 
shock :or some a: �he m ore t e nder s t udents o f  e ar t h  m yster ies . T he first premise is t hat 
s ome s 1tes , s pe c � f�call y k e y  monume nt s on B odmi n  Moor , Corn wa l l  wer e  vaster in s i ze 
�nd compl e x it y  t han has h i t hert o been suspe ct e d . This has of co�rse been we l l  e x pol red 
�n t he work o f  J . F .  Forbe s ,  Ol i ve P i x l e y  and M cLel l an Man n . T he se cond l it t l e  b ombs hell 
pert a ins t o  t he or i g ins o f  ce� t a in me gal it h i c  bu il d i n g  cul t u r e  be ar e r s  who visited 
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t he 5 �  isl ands around 2 , 500 B . C .  And t hat ' s  where t he real fun starts b e h ind t he car e fu l l y 

constructed phrases about l e ge ndar y r oot s for highl y advanced people l ie s  an old earth 

m yster ies "here s y "  t hat m ost of t he s o  cal led "leading par ochi al ist " researchers had 
hoped was dead , never to be r e ve vied ! I r e fe r  o f  course to t he e x c it ing "anc ient ans t ­
r on aut " t he or y so bel oved o f  Mr . Van Dan iken ( am on g  l e g ions o f  others ) .  B u t  more of 
t hat ne glected truth l ater . 

T he first hal f of t he  book se ts t he  p h ys ical stage for the l ater e x ot i ca , but it ' s  
prett y far out in its own r ight . It ' s  bas ic premise is t hat some st one s i t e s  ( w i t h  
astronomical al ignment s t owar d s  h il l  t op cairns ) w a s  l a id out b y  sk illed "t echn i c i ans " 
for purel y  s c ient i fi c  purposes ( pr o fane r at her t ha n  sacred geomet r y ) to he l p  regulate 
agr i cultur al calendars and cr onol og ical r e ck oning for t he less "advance d "  ind igens of 
pre h is tor i c  Br ita in . N ow n ot all "d i ffus ionist " idea s  are fascist as b l inkered l e ft ­
wing rese ar che r s  would cl a im . Cul tures can he l p  one anot her w i t h  inter c hange i n  t he 
s ociol ogical matr ix without pract is in g  oppres s i on or genocide . T he r e  are nume r ou s  
h istor ical prec ide nts , part icular l y in remote ·· so-cal led prehistor y .  T he P hone cians 
are a good example . The " obs id ian t r a il "  across Oceania a r ound 2 , 000 B . C .  also bears 
t h is out , n ot to men t ion t he " col on isat i on "  o f  Austra il i a , Indon e s i a  and New Guinea 

. et c .  b y  pe ople i n  l a r ge we l l  made s h ips in 30 , 000 B . C .  And t h is is all in t he 
annals o f  ort h od ox archeol og y .  It hel ps t o  put t h is book int o a bette r  "d i f fus ion ist " 
perspe ct ive . T here have been d i ffused od yss e ys be fore in human h ist or y but the one 
trace d  so met icu l ous l y i n  Mr . O ' Br ie n ' s  e p i c  has marked pecul iar it ies and comp l e x it ie s . 

Leaning u p on his comput er ( and its resultant cold stat ist ics ) r at her l ike L on g  John 
S i l ver pr opped up by h i s  crut ch , O ' Br ie n  releases an incred ible fl ow of data in t he 
first hal f of h is book . This he adm its i s  t o  set t he s cene and p r ov ide credib il it y  for 
his l ater histor ical an al ys is . Intens i ve s crut in y ( and measurement ) of the Bodm in 
monuments coupled w it h  l ink ing hints about St onehen ge and Avebur y e t c . , show t he re ader 
how brill iantl y "s c ient i f i c "  t he major megal i t hs are . According t o  O ' Br ien the most 
acute ast r on om ical al i gnments were t hr ou g h  cairns car e fu l l y s ited on high h i l l  
cont ours , which were n ot bur ial s it e s  a n d  indeed w e r e  m a d e  o f  quarr ied s t ones and 
were in s ome cases over 49 ft . h ig h ! Foster For be s  has s im i l ar specu l a t i on ab out t he 
s ize of South -western st one monumen t s  ( he v isual ised t hem as e ven vaster ) but he pl aced 
them in an Atl antean and post -At l ante an m ileau where t h is revi ewer t h in k s  the y have a 
decidedl y better " fit " .  Howe ver ,  O ' Br ie n  t akes h i s  set o f  favou r i t e  ston e  construct i on s  
a n d  interpre t s  t hem int o t he l ate Ne ol ith ic era a n d  h e  d o e s  a ver y  persuas i ve j ob i n  
argu ing h is case . 

T he techni cal subl im it y o f  t he monuments be ing e st abl ished ( a  premise that n o  one 
s hould d ispute ) t he aut hor t he n  move s  on t o  e x am ine t he builde r s .  He starts w it h  s ome 
or i ginal resear ch . Whe n  he ad of t he I r an ian oil indus t r y he was invol ved in s ome arch­
eol ogical work that une ar t he d  ( l iterall y )  s ome t ablets real t in g  t o  a gr oop o f "God s "  
desce nd ing ont o a h il l  t op i n  L e banon ( K arsag ) and t he n  "d i f fus i n g "  t o  found t he Sumer ian 
culture and then fur t her rad iat ing acr oss t he world t hrough Europe and Ireland t o  end 
u p  in t he s outh of Br it a i n . T hese " Sk y  G od s "  are direct l y l inked to t he Sume r ian 
he a ven dwe l ler Anu and his angel ic e nt ourage , t he oldest gr oup o f  ce lest ials in ort h ­
od ox human re cor ds . O ' Br ie n  tr anslates t hese m yt h ic figures a s  t he Anannage , Sons o f  
Anu , and g i ves constant , yet v ieled , empha s is t o  t he ir s c ient i fic a b i l it ies a n d  descent 
from out o f  t he he a vens . He postulates a wande r in g  band of "ou t s ider s " ,  inte l l e ctual 
gen iuses who f iltered int o m yt h  as , for inst ance , t he Ir ish Tuat ha -de -danaan , Sons of 
the Goddess Danu , who O ' Br ien s a ys had a l ater mat r iar chal "sex -ch a n ge " and was or i g in a ­
l l y t he s hadowy God Anu . A n ice a n d  we ll ar gued r e versal o f  s ome of t he cu rrent 
fem in ist e x ce sse s in re-read ing h ist or y .  T he Tuat h a -de -Danaan "descended fr om t he skies 
onto Ir on Mountain on Ma y Da y j ust as t he Sons o f  Anu desce nded ont o  the h i l l  of 
K harsag in Lebanon . Al l are cul t ure br inge r s  w ie l d in g  star magic . Doe s this r in g  an y 
bel l s ?  

A great deal of et ymolog ical and lege ndar y ar gument in t his b ook i s  cl e ver l y  j u ggled 
and arr an ged . O ' Br ie n  has h it u pon a genu ine h istor ical puz zl e  and with in his l im i ted 
br ie f  he hand l e s  it wel l . In t he  more hol ist ic j igsaw o f  a t otal megal i t h i c  cosmol og ical 
patte r n  h is work deser ve s  a small but col our fu l n i che . But l ike a l l  such wor k s  t h i s  
book should be s t amped with a firml y blazoned "caveat empt ot " .  

Ant h on y  Robert s .  

2 1  



The Green Stone by G .  Ph il l ips and Mart in Ke atman . Ne v i l le Spe arman . 1 98 3  £6 . 9 5 
Hard back . 

" The Green Stone " is the st or y  of a q uest for a m yste r i ous 7 l ost j ewel cal led t he 
Me on ia St one , in w h i c h  many d i verse people i n c l u d i n g  p a r an ormal researchers were dr awn 
toge t her and l ed by ps ych i �  messages to f ind t he s t one and e xper ience a ser ies of 
str ange e vent s .  

As a n ovel , it ' s  an e x c it in g  st or y ,  compu l s i ve reading and ve r y  we l l  wr it ten . And as 
such t he a u thors are t o  be c on gr a t u l ated . 

Howe ver , the book cont a in s  very d isturbing e l ement s .  The first ind i ca t i ons are on the 
cover wh i ch de c l ar es " T he Green St one " to be "a t r ue s t or y  of p a r an orma l adventure . "  
The de t a i l ed a p pend i x  g i v i ng factual in format i on plus t he final "Re fl e c t i on s " a l s o  l ea d  
us t o  bel ieve i t  is a t rue a c c ount , t hough , t o  be fa ir , t he a u t h ors s t at e , " w e  do not 
c l a im that t h i s  book is the r e s u l t of paranorma l research . "  But t h e y  s a y ,  "Now we wish 
t o  re cord onl y  what a c t u al l y  happened . "  ( p .  1 90 )  I f  t h is is put forward as a t r ue 
a ccount , it must be v iewed in a n  ent irel y d i ffe re n t  l ight . 

For a start , the dust j acket decl ares t he cover i l l ustrat i on is "An art ist ' s  render ing 
of t he Green St one wh ich c ou l d  n ot , for reasons unk n own , be successfu l l y  phot ogr aphed . "  
Cons i de r in g  And y  C o l l ins ' " T he Sword and t he St one " cont a in s  c l e ar p hot ogr aphs of t he 
jewe l , t h is is b l atant l y  unt r ue . 

The m i x ing o f  t he dr amat ised nove l  st yle w ith fact ual in format i on adds t o  t he decept i on . 
( se e  p .  1 49 )  "As t he w ind howled t o  a cre s cendo t he dark b irds flew fr om t h e ir nests and 
c i r cled above t hem , shr iek in g and cr ying as t h e y  were b l own a b out t he sk y on t he v iolent 
edd ies o f  a ir . "  This is imme d iat e l y  fol l owed by a fact u a l  descr ipt i on of the U f fingt on 
White Hor se . " T he car v i ng is 374 fee t  l ong , and a r c he ol og i s t s  have dated it fr om a t  
least 1 00 B . C . "  

Pe op le who are l ook ing out for s omet h in g  e x c it ing m a y  we l l  be sedu ced b y  t he cl a ims o f  
t he t r u t h  of t he s t or y  a n d  here l ies t he danger , p ar t icular l y  as man y have a l re a d y  been 
su cked int o  t he Me on ia saga , includ ing ce r t a in ver y  g i fted Ear t h  Myst e r ies researchers . 
I n  fa ct , fr om an Earth Myster ies v iewpoint , t his b ook is se r i ou s l y d isturb ing . 

s it e s  
T hr oughout w e  s e e  pe ople t u n in g  in t o  an c ie nt / , y e t  rat her t han att a in in g  harmon y 
w it h  t he l and , t he y  a r e  stee ped in war n ings of great e v il , ver y n e geat i ve pol t e rge ist 
phe n omena and adm it t he y  were " • • • •  prepar ing to bat t l e  with a force be yond t h ie r  unde r ­
s tand in g " . ( p .  1 8 6 )  T he m or e  dr amat ic t he e ve nt s , no m a t t e r  how dest r u ct i ve ,  t he m ore 
the y  seemed _ _ _  add icted t o  obe y t he me s s a ge s ; indeed t he y  a ppear t o  be cou r t ing e v i l . 
The fa ct that obvios l y  inte l l ige nt researche r s  seem so w il l in g  t o dn� t he b idding o f  t he 
messages g i ve s  r ise t o  fur t he r  con ce r n  whe n one studies s ome o f  t hese . On p .  1 8 3 t he ir 
"gu ide " adm its " I  have g i ven you a me ssage of decept i on . "  a nd s a ys " At t he P l a ce of 
Darkness there e x ists a great for ce so terr i b l e  t h a t  for cent ur ies n one o f  us dared t o  
r e l e a se i t . N o  one has t he p owe r t o  cont r ol or d ir e c t  i t . "  She cont inues o n  p .  1 84 
" • • •  I he l ped you t o  use t he st one t o  bu ild t he power at t he Pal a ce o f  Darkness • • •  You 
must ope n  t he dark gatewa y . " T h is s ounds su s p i c i ou s l y as if t h e y  we re b e i n g  man ipul ated 
into r e l e as ing e v il , r a t her t han conquer ing it a s  t he a u t h or s  seem to b e l ieve . 

T he message " • • •  t he d r a gon s hal l be sl a in "  ( p . 1 80 ) ,  i f  we a c cept t he d r a gon represents 
natural e a r t h  e ne r g ie s , is apparen tl y ccnt r a d i c t or y  t o  all Eart h Myst er ies idea l s . 
Furt her , the a cc ount on p . 1 87 -1 8 8  in which l i ghts and i ne x p l icable n o ise s r e s u l t  
fol l ow ing an outs i de ce remon y ,  s ound s , r a t her t han " T he destruct i on o f  the E v i l  O n e  • • •  " 
more l ike the d r as t ic int er fere nce wit h e a r t h  ener g ie s . 
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In fact , it seems er t houg h  t he y  are be ing conned ont o dest r o yinh t he ve r y  t h ings t he 
Ear t h  Myste r ie s  upholds . 

I f  t he book is t o  be read as s im p l y an e x c it ing t a l e  o f  t he paranormal , it is highl y 
recommend e d . But due to its cl a ims t o  t r u t h , t he j u x t a p os it i on of fact and an emot i ve , 
dramat ised fict i onal s t yl e  and t he pe ople ' s  inherent w i l l ingne ss to be m i sled for t he 
sake o f  ps ychic k ick s , it c ou l d  ha ve seri ous reper cuss i ons . As t h e  aut hors con cl ude , 
" T his incredible st or y has not e nded ! "  I f - it is intended as fact , a m ore obj ect i ve 
e x am inat i on is needed . And in · view o f  t he ver y  r e a l  dange r s  invol ve d , I wou l d  s t r ongl y 
ur ge people w i t h in t he Eart h Myst er ie s t o  wake u p  t o  t he impl i cat i ons p osed b y  t h is 
book . Car a  T r im a r c o  

T he New V iew Over At lant is by J ohn M i c he l l . T hames and Hudson 1 98 3 . 224 pgs . 
£8 . 9 5 I l l ustr ated m aps , d ia g r ams , p l at e s . 

In t he l ate Aut umn o f  1 9 69 a m ir ac l e  occured . At his own ex pense a wr iter laun ched 
u pon t he wor l d  a b o ok t ha t  was v isual l y  beau t i fu l , s p ir itual l y  en l ighten i n g and 
social l y  v it a l . I t  r a p id l y ga ined a wor ldwide reputat i on as t he source b ook for 
m ystical rea l it y  be cause it cr ys t a l l i ze d  t he f iner , m ore s pecu l at i ve l y P oet ic r an ge s  
o f  N e w  A g e  t hink ing and fused ar t ,  s c ience a n d  p h i l os op h y  int o  a pract ical a n d  coherent 
r a t i ona l e . T h is r at ionale enabled mank ind to once a g a in see i t se l f in perspe ct i ve . 
T he book enduce d in t he percept i ve reader an equ i l i b r i al oneness w i t h  p l an e t ar y env ir ­
omen t  and cosm ic c on s c iousne s s , blend ing i t s  t ru t hs int o a s p ir al dance o f  L i fe and 
awarene s s  of t he mathemat ical and ge ome t r ic structure of Real it y .  Her e  we re he a v y  
subjects indeed b u t  t he y  were hand l ed w i t h  supe r b  c l ar i t y a n d  r ar e  int e l l e c t u a l  
fine sse b y  a m a s t e r  o f  t he l iterar y art . Such ful s ome pra ise is ra re l y  env inced from 
this writer but in t h is case t he above summar y is s omewhat unde r s t at ed ! T he b ook r e f ­
erred t o  o f  course is John Miche l l ' s  ce l e brated " T HE V IEW OVER A T L AN T I S " , a n d  i t s  
reverber a t i ons have e c hoed t hrough t he l ast 1 3  years o f  o ccul t  stud ies , g i v in g  insp ir ­
at i on ( an d  impe t us ) t o  many branches o f  ant iquar ian l e ar n ing and e s oter i c  resear c h . 
Now , l ike the pr ove r b ial Phoe n i x , it r ises ane w . Re -wr it t e d  and r e -des igned and r e v it ­
al ised it m oves int o a n other de cade o f  e ffe ct ive m i s s i onar y work among the s p ir itual l y  
and cultur al l y imp o ve r i s hed de n i zens o f  our t r ans it i on ing s oc iet y .  

T he nature o f  t hese remar k s , a l t h ou gh e l l ipt ical , i s  a necessar y approach when s t ud ­
y in g  such a care fu l l y  de s igned and int r icate l y  l a yered b ook as " THE NEW V I EW OVER 
ATL ANT I S " . Al l t he m ind ( and s ou l ) e n hancing mater ial fr om the o l d  b ook is s t i l l  
there , b ut it i s  e x panded and i l l um inated w i t h  fre s h  e v idence a n d  int u it i ve : . in s i g ht . 
Make n o  m istake , t h is is a b ook t hat �as changed l i ve s and in i t s  new incarnat i on it 
w i l l  cont inue to do s o . Man y r e ader s responed ( and w i l l  r e s p on d ) to its cha l l en g in g  
wor l d  v iew o f  h is t or y  as i f  t he y  we re awake n in g  fr om a l on g , b l ind s le e p  and see in g  a 
fresh but strange l y fam i l iar v is i on o f  pecul iar cl ar it y and beaut y .  With in t hese page s  
t here are enshr ined vis ions o f  t he l ost G ol den A g e  and a l l  its l on ge choes down t he vast 
corr id or s  of t ime . T h is is t he t r ue Plat onic re cogn isance of At l ant is . John M i che l l  can 
and d oes decode al l t he var ied remnan t s  of t he once u n ive r s a l  cu l tu r e  that he l d  t he 
earth in an e c o -ps ych i c  bal an ce , and he e x pounds fu l l y  t he ge omant ical l y  e x act magical 
s c ie n ce that sparked it int o gl or ious l i fe .  T he new b ook bursts w i t h  new in format i on on 
l e ys ,  ear t h  e ner g ie s , geome nc y ,  megal it h i c  m onume nt s , sacred g e ometr y ,  geode t ics , 
metr ol og y , e t c . I t s  t hree great se t p ie ce s  l ie in t he compl e t e l y rewr itten se cond 
hal f and t he y  deal e x haust ive l y ( yet of cour se inter connecte d l y )  w i t h  the Great 
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P yr amid , st one henge and Glast onbur y ,  t he l at ter t wo be ing t he ke y geomant i c  s it e s  o f  
Br it a in . 

T he b ook is now de v ided int o t wo p ar t s . T he first is ent i t l e d  " L ANDS CAPE " and 
cont ains al l t he t opograph i cal d at a  on le ys , ge omanc y ,  ast r o -ar che ol og y ,  d ows in g , 
dra gon paths , e art h s p ir it ,  ser pent p ower , e t c .  It is a l l  a gr aphi�n d  l u cid e x p os it ion 
o f  w hat t his wr iter has c ome to t e rm "geom yt h i cs " ,  t h e " s c ience " o f  earth m yt hs . Part 2 
is called " NUMBE R "  and e x p ounds in great det a i l  t he canon i cal s ystem o f  mathemat ics 
and geomet r y  that t ie s  t oget her ( and g i ve s  u nde r l ying d ynamic p ol ar i t y  t o )  t he 
morphol ogical impu l se o f  Cre at i on . T h is e n c ompasses ana l ys is o f  such we i ght y s u b j e c t s  
a s  t he m ys tical met r ol og y  o f  St one he nge ( m yst ical , y e t  as scient i fical l y  e x a ct i n  i t s  
rat i oe d  d own e ncapsu lat ion o f  t he d ime ns i ons o f  t he e ar t h  a s  m od e r n  sate l l ite 
measurements ) ,  p yr am id ol ogy , al chemical phil osophy b ased on the phol ol ogical appl icat i on 
of number e x pre s s ion , u s ing t he semant i ca l l y  magical pr oce s s  o f  " geme t r ia " ,  t he 

"science " o f  sacred eng ine e r ing , t he r e l a t ions h i p  o f  t he d imens i on s  o f  G l a s t onbu r y  
Abbe y t o  the hol y Ne w Jer usalem and t he me t r ol ogy o f  t he Ear t h  and Sol a r  Sys t em , e t c ! 
All t hese inter l ocking fa cet s  are cycl ical l y  e x pressed a n ce st r al remnant s o f  t he o l d  
Un iver �al culture ' s  resol ve d  cosmol og ical mosa i c . 

F inal l y  John M i c he l l  p o int s out t hat t he purp ose o f  a l l  t h i s  c omplex it y  is t he 
purpose of true r e fined Wis d om . One t hreads t he d i fficult l a b yr int h t o  find t he core 
o f  tr anquil e n l ightenment at t he ce nt r e . At t he ce nt r e  o f  " T H E  NEW V I E W  OVER ATLANT I S "  
i s  t he message e ns hr ined wit hin t he ver y  nature o f  t he l andscape , t hat e a r t h  was a 
Parad ise once and can be again i f  mank ind w i l l  onl y e s chew sel fis h  and r a p a c i ou s  
aggr and isement a n d  be c ome t he harm on ious Stewar d h i s  Mak e r  d e s i gned h im t o  be . I n  
other wor d s  t he e s se nce o f  t he ge ome nt i c  v is i on ( t he r a is on -d ' at i re o f  t h is book ) i s  
per ce pt i on o f  a hol ist ic s p ir itual harm on y t hat l ie s  a t  t he r oot s o f  Be ing and m a n ­
fet s t  itse l f m i cr ocosm i cal l y  in t he l i ving wonder o f  t he p h ys ical earth . 

T hame s and Hud s on have e x e cuted a wonde r ful de s i gn j ob on t h is b ook and the cover b y  
Una Woodru ff ( one o f  our be s t  vis ionar y art ist s ) i s  beaut i fu l l y  e vocat i ve o f  t he 
work ' s  subject mat ter . T he b ook is a ge nu ine " over v i e w "  o f  t he whole s u pe r n at u r a l  
en v ir ome nt . I t  is t o  be hoped t hat whe n i t  h a s  been p r o perl y d i ge s t e d  t he hopel e s s l y 
fr agmented ,  d is i l l u s ioned yet incestuous wor l d  o f  "ear t h  m yster ies " ( inc ident l y 
cre ated mainl y b y  t h is b ook ) w il l  be j ol ted back t o  an awarenes s  o f  i t s  t rue 
prespe ct i ve and pur p ose . At t he m oment it l u r ches be tween t he fant a s ie s  o f  immature 
psue d o -m ys t ics and t he s cie nt i f i c  j ar gon of m yo p i c  ( and semi -or t h odox ) dogmat ist s .  
I f  t he y  all read " T HE NEW V I EW O VE R  ATLAN I S "  we can possibl y get back o n  course 
t owards t he magical New Age t hat await s , s h imme r ing , b e yond t he pages o f  t he 
mast er l y  mahical e p i c . 

Ant hony R obert s .  

Ley L ines - T he ir Nature and Pr ope r t ies : a Dowser ' s  I n ve st igat i on b y  J .  Have l ock 
F id l e r . Tur n s t one 1 9 83 £3 . 95 . [ in t r a . b y  
Paul De vereux . 

F idler has d one s ome interest ing and t hor ou gh research i n t o  d owse able phenomena 
i n  relat i os h ip to stone s . Howe ve r his re sear c h  is mar red by t he t yp i cal c on fus i on t hat 
d owser s  fall int o in using t he s ame word to descr ibe a Wat k ins l e y  and a dowseable 
e ne r g y . T hu s  in his t h ir d  chapter t it l ed ' L e y  Hunt ing ' ,  a ft e r  having g i ven Al fred 
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Watk ins ' cr iterea for a l e y  as be ing an al i gnment o f  at least 5 points over over a 
max imun 25 m il e s , he gets his pe ndul um out and finds a dowseable l ine runn ing t hr ough 
s ome of h is st and ing stone s . T he or i g inal ley concept he n ow d iscards and a let 
becomes a d owe able over gr ou nd l ine .  What t h is t he n  leads t o  is a d ia gr am i n  his b ook 
on p . 25 in wh ich t he re is a 2 p o int al ignme nt ! 

For t he  m a in bod y of t he text a " l e y l ine " is not what Wat k in s  descr ibed at' a l l . It is 
t h is d owseable l ine . Wat k ins coine d  coine d  the term "l e y "  to describe a part icu l ar 
p henomena . T h is phenomens was an al ignment o f  anc ient s , and he used h i s  cr iter ia t o  
argue the case i n  arche ol ogi cal terms . I t  seems t hat he d e l iberatel y  a vo ided drawing 
occu l t  ene r g ie s  into his ar gument bot h t he case was b ot h  impor t ant e n ough and s t r on g  
enough t o  be ar gued s ol e y  in terms o f  a r c he ol og y  a n d  mater ial fact . To c a l l  a n  ene r g y  
l ine a l e y  is t o  con fuse t he issue . ( Howe ve r ,  t o  be fa ir t o  t he aut hor , in one o f  t he 
cl os ing chapters of t he book he d oe s  ment i on t he con fus i on in t he " l e y "  term inol og y ) . 

Ne vertheless , t h is is a fas c inat ing p ie ce o f  resear c h  which arr i ve s  at a set of 
results which t hemse l ve s  ask a set of que st i ons wh ich are central to t he whole stud y 
of ge omanc y .  F idler finds t hat "le y ener g y "  retards t he growt h o f  s ome seedl ings 
and concludes t ha t  t his e ne r g y  " is i n im ical t o  cer t a in forms o f  l i fe " .  He finds t hat 
t he Scots p ine - frquent l y  found in c l umps on h il l  tops on t he Wat k ins l e y- is an 
interupter of t h is k ind of e ne r g y . He concludes t hat t hese trees must be in these 
par t icular places be cause t he y  absorb t he "le y  e ne r g y " .  He s pecul ates that megal it h i c  
man ma y have s e t  d own t he l e y  s ystem s o  as t o  channel a n d  t he r e fore r id areas o f  
undes irable e ne r g y . T he interest ing th ing about t his i s  t ha t  t he parallel Or ien t a l  
' feng s hu i ' h o l d s  stra i ght l ines as be ing t he pat hwa ys of ' sha ' ( t he negat i ve ener g y ) 
and m or e o ve r , p ine trees are held i�pe cial esteem as prot e c t or s  a g a inst t h is ener g y .  
The author put s  t o  t he test Bar on van Re ichenbach ' s  idea t hat t he ' Od ic for ce ' ( wh i ch 
van Re ichenbac h thought of as be ing s ome t h in g  betwe e n  l ight and magnet ism ) can be 
re flected b y  a m i r r or , and , he found t hat i t  d oes indeed behave in t he same wa y .  
Once again the par a l le l  can be drawn w i t h  t he ' fen g shu i ' s ystem - ' feng shu i ' 
mirror s  ( en c l osed in a he ct ogr am ) are used t o  de flect ' sha ' . Inc ident l y  so are ponds 
w h ic h ma y account for t he dew ponds which are founds on Watk ins l e ys in B r i t a in . 
Mr . F idler d oe sn ' t  ment i on t he pond connect ion and he m ight find it interest ing t o  
check i t  out - ( I ' d  b e  happ y t o  c ons ide r publ ish in g  a n y  prel iminar y work - Ed . ) .  

The crucial po int that ar ises out of t h is stud y is that ' l e y  ener g y ' is n ot per ce i ved 
or pre sented as be ing a good or whol e s ome enhancer of l i fe .  R a t her , it seems t o  be 
the oppos ite . The l i fe e nhancing as pect of t he l e y  s ystem would appear t o  be t he 
pathwa ys set out t o  c hanne l a dange r ous e ne r g y .  This s ystem k eeps t he e ne r g y  
c on centrated and runn ing i n  stra ight l ines . S o  t h ose r omant ics w h o  boast ab out 
l iv in g  on a l e y  l ine had bet ter t h ink a ga in ! A q u ot e  fr om the good d oct or , "As yet 
we have ver y  l it t l e  k nowl e d ge o f  t he potent ial p ower for good or e v il o f  t hi s  
ene r g y  althou gh t here are ind icat i on t hat i t  m a y  be great . Unt i l  such a t ime as we 
have t h is knowle gde , it is ver y  undes irable to add to or alter t he ex ist ing s ystem "  
( p . 1 1 8 )  • 

T hese wor d s  of warn in g  c ome from a man wh o h a s  stud ied " l e y  ener g y "  in a manner 
as obj ect ive as an y t ha t  I have come acr oss . If t his ene r g y  r e al l y  is a s  the aut hor 
descr ibes then t here are s t r on g  and une xpected impl i ca t ions for t h ose wh o ha ve 
regar ded it as a benign for ce . It will be interesting to see h ow the FOUNTA I N  GROU P  
incor p orates th i s  int o t he ir s ystem . I f  i t  is t h e  s ame ene r g y  th�the F OUNTA I N  GROUP 
w or k  with t hen it l ooks as i f  t he y  have been bark ing up t he wr ongA .I f it isn ' t  t hen 
t he whole pr oblem o f  t e rm in ol ogy is ra ised again and one wh ich ene r g y  d owser s  must 
ser ious l y  deal w i t h . T his book is an import ant step in our underst and i n g  of the old 
s t la ight t lack ! 

Chr ist opher Asht on . 
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De ar Chr is , 
T hank you for t he latest QsM , e x ce l l ent as e Yer . However , I wou l d  l ike t o  

commen t  o n  s e veral issues r a ised i n  t he latest issue , e s pe c ial l y  i n  t he l e t t er s  sect ­
ion . J immy Goddard ' s  l e t t e r  encapsulates several un fort unat e t r a it s  in our p s ychic 
col l e ct ive e t h os , wh i ch I fee l  are insu f f i c ient l y  inve st i gated at present . In m y  
article o n  t he desacral ised c osmos , I impl i c it l y  c on demned t he ret reat int o spe ct a cle 
t hat char act e r ises mu ch o f  m odern l i fe .  T h is reduct i on o f  exper ien ce fr om d irect to 
ind ire ct and secondar y is charact er ised by man y t h ings - t . v .  perhaps being t he most 
ob v i ous . Howe ver , it d oe s  g o  dee per t han t he mere reduct i on o f  one ' s  exper ience t o  
spe ct a cl e , be cause it s concom it ant fau l t s  are t he reduct i on o f  one ' s  w i l l  t o  man i p ­
u l a t e d  act ion . This br ings m e  t o  t he m o s t  un for tunate t hing o f  al l - t he bel i e f  i n  
me ss ianism t ha t  is onl y t oo e a s il y  foisted on a n  unsuspect ing per s on b y  a p l a u s ib l e  
huckster , b e  he a p ol it i c ian , a rel i g i ous g u r u  or an a l ien ent it y fr om t he demon i c  
emp ire . · N ow t he r e du ct i on o f  l i fe t o  consumpt ion is s ome t h i n g  t hat t hose w h o  produce 
actual l y  make a l iving at . T he reduct i on o f  t he free ind i v idual will to pas s i ve a cc ­
eptance o f  the w i l l  o f  a leader o r  mes s ia h  makes a l l  commentar y ,  such a s  m y  Desacral ­
ised Cosmos ide as , requ ired b y  t he consumer as h a v in g  t o  prod u ce a cut -and -dr ied 
solut i on to the probl ems d is cussed . T h is of cour se is n ot p os s ib l e  be fore t he prob lems 
have been i dent i fied and t he ir causes invest igated . T o  state t hat one has absol u t e  
answers t o  an y quest ion is t o  set onese l f  u p  as a p otent ial mess iah - somet hing t hat 
I have n o  wish t o  do e it he r  del iberat el y or pass i vel y ,  for to do s o  must mean one o f  
t w o  t h ings : e it her t he mess iah i s  del uded i n  per s onal l y  bel iev ing that he can save 
the wor l d , or he h is a c yn i c  who is us ing his pub l i c  r e l at i ons sk i l l s  t o  fool t he 
gull ible int o be l ie v in g  t hat he has t h ose powe r s . Wh ich is worse is up t o  the ind i v ­
idual t o  j ud ge . T o  q u o t e  an obscure l ine b y  t he Grate ful Dead ' s  s on gwriter Robert 
Hunt e r , ' m y  j ob is to s hed l ight and n ot to mast er ' .  If an yone is seek ing a guru/ 
sav iour , then he shou l d  l ook to t he man y ent renched pund i t s  o f  t he m il len ium , fr om 
the Ayot o l l a h  K home n i  t h r ou g h  Menachim Be g in t o  t he Wrek in Trus t . To bel ieve t hat 
t here was /w i l l  be a gol den age is to ignore t he l e ss ons of h is t or y ,  t o  ret reat fr om 
real it y into a cos y wor l d  of fant as y that w i l l  e x ist for a short t ime be fore t he 
m iss iles or ba il i ffs c ome . T h in gs can be bett e r , yes ! Cer t a in l y t he y  can . And we hope 
t he y  w i l l  get bet ter and w i l l  st r i ve t o  d o  s ome t h in g . But wait ing for Chr i s t  t o  
retur n , o r  K in g  Art hur , or Barbarr ossa o r  even J im i  Hendr ix i s  t o  pass ivel y red u ce 
one sel f t o  a c onsumer o f  s pe ctacle . As you r i ght l y  s a y ,  apocal ypt i c  m yt h  breeds 
apocal ypses and we ha ve t he u n fort unate cu l t ural l e ga c y  o f  Judaeo/Chr ist a in a pocal yp ­
t ic e schatol ogy t o  deal w i t h  here . F or centur ies , it has been pre ached that t he end 
is n igh and poor tattered gre ybe ards ha ve paraded p l a cards to t he deris ion o f  t heatre 
goe r s  t o  prove t he p o int . Count less placardeers have gone to t he ir graves a fter l ong 
l i ves o f  parad ing d ir e  warn ings o f  t he impending d oom of t he pl anet , and t hese have 
invar iabl y t aken the ir he art fel t  bel ie fs fr om t he pleadings of mess iahs . 

In t he  ge omant ic sphere , we have seen Al fred Wat k in s  e l e vated t o  t he s t a t u s  o f  
found ing fat he r /mess iah b y  cert a in people who requ ire masters a n d  gurus a n d  dead 
her oes wh o cannot contr ad ict t h i n gs att r ibuted to t hem . The dead her o , whether he 
be Je sus of Naz ar et h ,  Pres ident Kenne d y  or Col . H .  Jones , is a u s e ful m yth to act as 
a found ing fat he r /emul a t able model . T he N a z i s  had Horst Wessel ; t he Commu n is t s  
Lennin a n d  Ho Chi Minh ; t he fas c ist s Pr ima de R i vera e ct . e ct . - it st i l l  con t inues . 
Howe ver , the e l e vat i on o f  a per s on t o  a personal it y cult a ft e r  his dea t h  serves a 
use ful pur pose in t he p ower structure - what e ver form t hat ma y t ake - as he can be 
all t hings to all man ( an d  wome n ) ,  whilst rem a in in g  ( l ik e  God ) unchanging and outs ide 
t he e vanescent sublunar y w or l d . T he e l e vat i on of a dead her o  and h is work is yet 
another e x ample of t he reduct i on of e x per ien ce to spe ct a c l e , and is use ful to t hose 
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in char ge o f  t h ings as a guar ant or o f  ort hodox y .  T hus we see in al l human endea vour 
orht odox t hought , whether it be in l e y  hunt ing ,  UFOlog y ,  d ows in g , poL it i cs ,  
rel igi on , s c ience , spor t  and technol og y . T hose who transgress t h is orthodox y ,  
howe ver ' far out ' t hat ort h od ox y  m a y  b e  ( for e xamp l e  t he lud icrous assert ions o f  
cert a in rel i g i ous UFO seets ) ,  are vil i fied a s  agents o f  athe ism , t he Dev il , Comm ­
un ism , et c .  et c . , w hate ver boge yman t he par t icu l a r  se ct ma y have . The appal ing ; 
' w itch hunt s ' o f t he McCar t h y it e  1 950 ' s  att est t o  t his � - an yon e  who t ransgressed 

t he  Amer ican Dre am was a commun ist , aut omat ical l y ,  e ven if he d id n ' t  know Marx 
from Spenser . Lest your r e aders shou l d  feel me negat i ve again , I wou l d  l ike to 
po int out that an yone is ent it l e d  t o  his or her o p in i ons and v iewpoints ( as Paul 
De vereux r ight l y  n ot ed ) ,  and t hat it is premature at present t o  make cat egor ical 
assert ions on cer t a in sub j e ct s  t hat are s t i l l  under invest i gat i on , sub j u d ice , so 
to speak • 

So many o f  our att it udes are con d it ioned b y  the past , and it must be real ised t hat 
these att itudes ha ve been passed by by t he worl d ' s  progress , and t hat man y o f  t he 
approaches val id in t he past can no l onger appl y .  One import ant d i f ference bet ween 
t he n  and now is t he el ectr om a gne t ic e n vironment . Our bod ies , e ver yt h in g  in t he 
worl d  is bombarded b y  art i f ic ial l y transm itted r a d i o  w a ve s  that ma y have some 
e f fe ct . I f  geomanc y  and magic was t he man i pu l at i on of t he subtle elect r omagnet i c  
ener g ies b y  mag i c ians or te chnol og ist s w it h  t he knowhow , t h e n  t he modern r ad iat i ons 
ha ve made t he ir t e chnol ogy obsolete . Geomanc y as it was known is n ow subverted b y  
t he modern d is s i pat ion o f  p ower b y  leak age fr om power l ines and t ransm itters . 
I f  we are to d o  an yt h in g  val id , we must cre ate a new geom an t i c  awareness , based 
u pon t he  modern state of t he wor l d , n ot upon a n  att empted r e -cre at ion o f  anc ient 
s c ience in an er a which has obl itereat e d  its wor k in gs , for t o  d o  so is t o  b e  
doomed t o  fa ilure . I f  w e  are to an yt h in g , t he n  we m u s t  c a s t  as ide o u r  p r e concept i on s  
and stud y t he state o f  t h ings as t he y  are n ow ,  for t o  retreat int o t he l on g  m ist y 
d a ys o f  Celt ic Twil ight or to s it in our p instr ipes and wait for t he Second 
Com ing is t o  be passed by by real it y and t o  actual l y  be the ' hope l e s s  r omant ics ' 
o f  t he ' s ixt ies , a movement l ike t he Beat n ik s , foss il ised in t he m yt h os o f  a b ygone 
t ime and there fore no l onger cal able of a c h ie vement . 

Yours s in cerel y ,  Nigel Penn i ck ,  Cambrid ge ,  Engl an d . 
Nigel Penn i ck is �he edi �or of ' The Symbol ' ( see 

l is� in gs ) , au�hor of ' The Desacral ised Cosmos ' QsM nos . 6 and 7 ,  an d  a u �hor of 
several books on geoman y an d  magi cal cosmol ogies , e . g  'Sacred Geome�ry ' ,  ' The 
Ancien� Science of Geoman cy ' , ' Hi � l ers Secre� Scien ces ' ,  ' Terres�ri al Zodiacs in 
Br i� ain ' and a for�hcomin g book �oge�her wi�h Pa ul Devereux on worl d geoman cy 
wh i ch wi l l  be previewed in �he nex� i ssue of QsM . 

* * * * * *  * * * * * *  * * * * * *  

Dear Ed i�or , 
Roger Sandell ' s  re view of �he Bard ' s  book 'Ear�h R i �es ' ( QsM B )  con ­

ta in s  a cri � ique of �he con cep� �ha� wi � ch craf� is a s urvi val of pre -Chris�ain 
pagan i sm wh i ch requ ires same corre� i on .  

Firs�l y ,  al �hou gh Dr . Margare� Murra y ' s  book ' The Wi � ch  CUl � in Wes�ern Europe ' 
rece i ved considerabl e publ i ci � y  when i� was publ i sh ed by the Oxford Un i vers i � y  press 
in 1 9 2 1 she was no� , as Sandel l al l eges in his review, �he ori gina�or of �he con cep� 
in que s� i on . In 1 8 65 Thomas Wri gh� and R i ch ard Pa yne Kn i gh� durin g  th eir inves�i ga� ­
ions of the ori gins of phal l i c worsh ip made �he observa � i on �h a� medieval wi �ch craf� 
was der i ved from �he ol d Na� ure rel i gi on .  The Ameri can folkl oris� Charl es Godfrey 
Lel and wri � in g  in �he 1 8 90 ' s  made a simil ar con cl usion af�er s� udyin g  folk magi c 
and wi � ch craf� in I� al y .  Twen � y  years before �he publ i ca � i on of Murra y ' s  book Sir 
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James Frazer l inked survi vin g European folk customs wi th the Pagan Ol d Rel i gion in 
his semin al · work ' The Golden Bou gh ' wh i ch ran to 1 3  vol umes and i s  sti l l  consi dered 
a cl ass i c  of i t s  genre . As earl y as the 1 0th cen t ur y  theol ogi an s  were aware th at 
wi t chcraft was d irectl y descended from pagan pract i ses an d  in the canon l aw of that 
period referen ces are made to •wi cked women • who •sedu ced b y  the Devi l • bel ieve th ey 
ride throu gh the sk y at n i ght with •Di an a , goddess of the Pagans • .  It was on l y  
l ater in the medieval peri od , in the l a t e  1 4th cen t ury , that the church ha vin g 
transformed the ol d pagan gods in t o  devi l s  out l awed wi thcraft as a Chri st i an  heres y 
with al l tha t  impies . The popul ar associ a t i on of wi t ches , both in real i t y  and fol k ­
l ore , with an cien t  megal i th i c  s i tes such a s  stone circl es an d  t umul i su ggests a 
defin i te l ink between the wi t ch cul t and pre-Chr i s t a in pra ct i ses . In the Saxon l aws 
against wi t ches specifi c  men t i on i s  made of the worship of standin g  ston es and 
sacred spr in gs wh i ch were both s i t es of pa gan rel i gi ous observan ces . 

Secondl y ,  Sandel l says i t  i s  diffi cul t to ima gine an unbrokrn con t in u i t y  of rel i gi ou s  
bel ief from t h e  Stone Age t o  t h e  Middl e A ges when Br i t a in h a d  been in vaded m 1 d  col on ­
ised b y  Cel ts , Saxons and Vik in gs . These peopl es shared a common raci al ori gin and 
prior to the ir con version t o  Chr i s t i an i t y  were pract i oners of a pan -European 
rel i gion wh i ch was un i versal in both i t s  spiritual worl d vi ew and con cept of Godhead . 
Al thou gh the ph ysical ( r i t ual ) expression di ffered from race t o  ra ce because of 
cul t ural circums t an ces the worsh ip of the L i fe Force , s ymbol i sed b y  a pantheon of 
gods and goddesses represen t in g  the forces of Nat ure , was common to a l l  three . 
These bel iefs can be traced back to the ir ori gins in the Stone Age and provi de 
ampl e  evidence of a rel i gious con t in un i t y  up t o  the beginn in g  of the Chri s t i an  era 
and beyond . 

If we examine the a va i l abl e evidence from the wi t ch trial s ,  i gnorin g th e distort i on s  
of Chr i st i an  propaganda , w e  find that wi t ches were fol l owers of a pagan rel i gi on 
even if it had become debased within th e folk cul t ure of the period . Because popul ar 
wri t ers l ike Chaucer do n ot refer to pagan survi val s i t  does not mean that they did 
not exi st . After a l l  just how mu ch informat i on about the current int erest in Earth 
Mysteries wou l d  a fut ure h i st ore an ga in by readin g  the works of con t emporary 
writers l ike Kingsl e y  Amis and Graham Green e ? In fact Shakespeare was aware of th e 
'supernatural ' factor in the societ y he l i ved in and careful peru sal of his pl a ys 

reveal s  a magi co-pagan subcul t ure in El i z abethan En gl and . 

The Bard ' s  ma y indeed be unwise to fol l ow Murra y to her u l t ima� con cl us ion th at 
m an y  of the medieval k in gs were human sacrifi ces t o  the pagan gods . L ike so man y 
peopl e with a ver y  strong urge to reveal the tru th Murray fl ogged her part i cul ar 
hobby horse to death . Thi s  is a fa i l in g  as common t od a y  in EM an d  UFO research as i t  
was 60 years a go i n  the fiel d o f  folkl ore s t ud i es . Despite Murra y ' s  over ea gerness 
t o  prove her case there is l i t t l e  just ifa ct i on for di s credi t in g  her cen tral thes i s  
wh i ch was soun d .  She may indeed have made some a cadem i c  errors , wh i ch rat i onal ist i c  
writers l ike Cohn and Rose del i ght in exposin g ,  an d  over ext ended her research into 
the realms of h istor i c  fan tasy but her first 2 books are monumen t s  to a gran d  dame 
of anthropol ogy and archeol ogy . 

Ln con cl usion ,  wh il e a con t in u i t y  of pre -Chri st i an  rel i gious pra ct i ces cann ot be 
proved to the sat isfact i on of the scept i cal because of a l ack of acceptabl e ( to 
them ! ) histori cal references surel y the present day revi val of bel ief in the pagan 
worl d view , in both i t s  or i gin al and new form , is proof that th i s  an cient rel i gi ous 
ph ilosoph y h as survi ved wi th in the human psyche . 

MIKE HOWARD Mike is e d it or o f  ' T he Cauldr on ' ,  see l is t ings . 
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The R a pe Of T he Sal is bur y P l a in , Be i n g  The De s t r u ct i on O f  A 
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Army wrecks 
ancient sites on 
Salisbury Plain 
by PETER DURISCH 

ARMY tanks and soldiers on 
manoeuvres on Salisbury 
Plain are destroying ancient 
Roman sites and damaging 
important scheduled monu-

A group of soldiers on ments . exercise estimated to be of 
Archaeologists and conserva- company strength, dug about tionists have become ' 34 large holes averaging about 

increasingly alarmed at many 10 ft in diameter. The site is a recent episodes where heavy scheuled monumument. tanks have repeatedly crossed Thi · · ' ·d 
ancient burial mounds or bar- ' s IS a great ptty, 181 

General Sir John Willoughby, a rows . There is evidence that distinguished retired soldier, as troops on exercise have dug slit he wandered around the area trenches directly into historic last week picking up pieces of sites . Romano-British ottery unear-
The problem of damage is thed by the troops . likely to be resolved later this , I disapprove but I've never month by the expedient of seen anyone do this sort of thing reducing thepresent number of out of malice . It's simply such sites and removing the ignorance-maybe they didn't degree of protection they know where they were,' he presently employ. said . Proposals now being finalised Damage has increased, par-by the Ministry of Defence and fr 1 the Directorate of Ancient ticularly damage om ar-

Monuments in London are gevehicles . The reason is that 

likely to lead to an outcry from the army trains harder these 
days and also uses more archaelogoists who suspect that ' tracked vehicles. the army will then march ali i The Salisbury Plain Training over these newly de-listed Area comprises 91 ,000 acres, sites. 

The latest example of military . most of which was acquired 
early this century . Some is vandalism has occurred within leased to farmers, some used for the past few weeks at Chisen- sheep grazing and the remain-bury Warren, a large Romano- 1 f mli British settlement where der - exclusive y or tary 

The area's scheduled mon­
muments include seven major 
settlements, six hill forts, 303 
bronze age round barrows, 25 
neolithic long barrows and large 
ireas of earthworks and celtic 
field systems. 

A recent unpublished report 
by Wiltshire County Council 
highlighted the problem and 
referred to the ' current crisis . ' 
It added that the current rate of 
damage is such that the remain­
ing heritage is now ' in extreme 
jeopardy . '  

A typical example quoted in 
the report is the work of an 
archaeologist on the eastern 
part of the training area . In 
1 98 1 ,  he stated that 320 round 
barrows had been identified, of 
which 161 were scheduled 
ancient monuments . He said 
that only 67 survived reason­
ably preserved because of 
damage by military activity and 

1 ploughing. 
1 ' There is deep anxiety about 
1 what is going on,' said Mr Roy 

Canham, Wiltshire County 
Council's archaeologist . ' The 
impact of just one tank running 
over a barrow may be minimal 
but the cumulation of tank 
damage can be terminal as far as 
monuments are concerned . '  

There are ever-increasing 
reports of damage to sites on 
the plain . In one recent case, a 
conservationist challenged two 
soldiers tunnelling into a bar­
row . After looking at their map 
intently they looked up brightly 
and said : ' No, lady, it's all 
right. This is only a tumulus . '  

In another case a few months 
ago, several acres of an area 
designated by the Government 
as a Site of Special Scientific 
Interest were ploughed . Inves­
tigations revealed that the land 
had been dug to plant kale for 
fattening pheasants for the 
Larkhill Shoot . 

' That was a mistake but the 
communications system very 
nearly worked,' said Lt-Col . 
Mark Goodhart, commandant 
of the training area . ' It was 
ploughed in error. ' 

' We go to a great deal of 
trouble to tell every section 
commander and upwards about 
our rules of not driving tanks 
over barrows or digging into 
them . Any condition report I 
get of illegal breaking of 
standing orders, means that I do 
my best to find out who did it . 
Then I have a word with them . 
But the priority here is and will 
remain military training. '  I 

use - includes two live firing experts have deteched rem- ranges at Larkhill and West nants of a street with up to 50 Down. hou� . 1 -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

fr om ' T he Obser ver ' 
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